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CHARACTER OF CASE 
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SEClffilTT MATTER - C 


CAJ:nilffi 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


AGBHCY- ./.CL 

KBQ. REC‘D_i 
RJS>*1 F0RW,_ 

BY. . 

DETAILS: 


Subject resides 623 West Wrightiiopd Ave. aiii is 
local radio comnentator, -Was in U* S. Army from 
Sept., 1942, to August, 1943* Born Hay 16, 1912, 

New York City, N.Y.. Has been identified with 
many CPA^ front groups. PHIL BART, Secretary, Dis¬ 
trict says TEEIKEL is rn^ber of CPA. Description 
set out * 

: . P - ■ 




This investigation is predicated upon a review of the 

iMeilgo FiSdomcrimsr^'^'”'^^ \ f 






ADDRESS; 


Subject resides at 623 West ffrightwood Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois. 






; . . u a: a. 

_ iQ m Rii; 

,. TERKEL is presently employed, as a news conmentator- over ^ ^ 

)sradio., station. and- ie weekly commentator for the Indep- 3 ij ^ 
endent Voters of Illinois, Incorporated, which organization, g 
Is reported, is being steadily infiltrated by the Communists. 


APPROVED AND J 
FORWARDED-. # 


SEIECTIVE SERVICEi, 


‘ Qt 

A r&ik^^rot subject'^ ^le'6^iv§^Service file at I^al Draft L|/' 
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Chicago File 100-17848 

Board #9* 152$ East $3rd Street, revealed-the following information: 


LOUIS TERKBL resides at 623 West Wrlghtwoed, and he formerly resided at 
825 B East* 52nd Street* He has Order nu>d>er' 1469* possesses Social Security 
Number 360-09-0774* Ti»e file further reflects that he was educated at 
Crane Junior College for two years tsiklng a general course* He took one 
year of pre-legfd work at the University of Chicago and three years at the 
university of Chicago Law School* He stated that he was a radio script 
writer and actor* TEEKEL said that he was employed by the Illinois Writers 
Project, works Project Administration, at the time of the filling of his 
application* tjs ^ ' 

~ ~^e fil e reflects that he was narri.ed July 2* 1939. at Highland Park, and 

that hiei I 

_ _/ Subject TEEKEL was born 

on May lO, 1912, at New York City, New York. He stated that he was en?>loyed 
V •/ // Station WHffi and Station WAIT as a news commentator. Subject listed 
his relatives as follows: 


MEYE^’VTEEKEL, age 37, 500 West 188th Street, New York City. He 
is enployed by the New York Board of Education. 

/ _ ^^^^ _ 


AMIEihEBKEL, Mother^ residing at 121? North Washtenaw Avenue^ 
Chicago, Illinois. 6 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


the file further reflected that the subject reported for induction on 
September 17, 1942, and was taken into the United States Amor, being 
placed in the Army Air Forces Technical Training Command at Creenboro, 
North Carolina. He was honorably discharged August 23, 1943« because of 
his age* 


MILITARY RECORD: 


Subject’s Selective Service file reveals he was.in the United States Army 
from September 17} 1942, to August 23> 1943} being stationed at Greenboro, 
North Carolina} in the krmy Air Forc es Teefa ^cal Training Command. 

- 2 - ' ■ ’ ■ 















-etd 




Chicago Pile 10 C -.17848 


Subject*a S^eotive Sexvlee file atatea he ma. bora ia Sam York City, Hew 
YoEk> May 16> i912« ■ ■ 

BAGKGROOHa OF AGTIYHI3BS: : ^ 

y^onfidential Ihformntl I wboae identity la knoim to the BureaUf la- 

formed -tUa of fide on June 4/’1942> that LOUIS T6SKBL aeemed to uae the 
current ^Daily ISOrker" aa ai aooree of aaich of hia ^piratlfm and infonaation 
foUowiatg featured pl^ea of the CPA line^ nemely praiaing U»S*S*B* .Rusaian 
Haf Relief «-lneo|:^rat^, racial ani^a, workere'qtidte^eritioal of HlNStW 
OHURCHUJ. recomawndiag STAFFC&D C9i]^ in hla place, and recently lauded 
Hational.Marltlnia fhilon* Id.'OTh^ilot'*^ National Maritime Ut)lon*a publi*^ 
cation, iaaue of May 22, 19A2, . awieet waa Hated to attend the National 
Marjttixiie Oidly Rally in Chicago* 

ABRAHAM UNCOLH SCHCOLt — 

1^80 idoatlty the* Bureau, atated that | | 

of the Abnhaa Elnco H Schodil wa a ^eaaorlng to get aubject to teaeb a 
oourae at the aohool*^ ] I irtioae IdTOt ity-ie known to the Bureau, ■ eii' 

Becember 3Q» 1944j*. atatea. that I j told him that STUDS TESKEL eo«dd 

be one of the apeUkera on the Abrahaar^Llne^Ln <SehoOL*va'nes^ .aYmppaiina*.. 

I ufeoae ide ntity ia km^^td the Bureai^ atated on March iS, i945> 
onaej | approached STUDS Tu ningr. ai^ aaked him to take part in a 

l^nel diaOdaalon later in the-day:*' She/alao ao^ed hia„i-f. he would take over 
Mr. PATTSRS(W*8 eiaae'at tte,,ochool. that night* TTOicietj told l | 

that he. ipuld^partLoipate in the panel and would be>g3nd to take over MP* 
PATTERS©N*j claaerat the. achoel.. / . . 


\ [ further atated oh April 17, 1945, |_ I aaid that he contacted 

Mrsr PAUL RGBBSOI in Connecticut and naked her, if. ahO'wculd oeka a a pee'eh^ 
on the panel, diaeuaaion on May. Stb on the San nraneiacb'^onfe’recee. 1 I 
told informant that other, apeakera on the ipanel were to be STUDS TS^EL^, '' 
WILLIAM L.;j^ATTBBSON-aiid..Seiiator 

/ yjOINT AHTI-FAS6isf RgPOSgg CflMUtTTOat 

^_Lnhoae identity ia known to the Bweau, .atated on February "1, 1945, 

|told him that there waa a pa^t^beihg given by tha new weat side 
Commltteeon May 10th and that STUI^ trricct.. was going to apeak there* ; 

■' - 3 - 
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I ifcoee i drotity la kaoim to tbo l^eaU) stated on February 19, 
1945'« l I told bin that ..she had contacted STQEIS fSlKEL and had a^ed 

him if he\would make the coUeetioa fippeal at the Delegates' Luncheon 
which was being held the following Safairday and that STDDS TOwnCT. toM her 
he would do so* . 


^CAGO 60QNGIL OF AUEBIGAN-50F1ET FRIENDSHIP 


whose idgatity is known to the Bure au, stated that on February 1, 
1945# that ! 1 ^ Chicago Council,. American- 

Soviet Frl^shlp, ashed STUDS TEBKSL to make a short talk at. the Red Amgr 
Celebration which was going to be held February 25, 1945# and S1QD8 told him 
he would do so* . 


CCUHQNIST POUTIGAL ASSOCIATIOirs 

V 

I suited that on April 24» 1945# FHII,?|bART, Secrotwy of District.#8, 
teifl- ;TffH«M ^.T.TAwa nw, Naj^onal^Oonaittee aamBt of CPA# that they had some 
very influential people in Chicago who were, unable to help them very mneh 
because th^ did not want it known th^ were aaid>ers of the CPA* BART stated 
they had one individual who broadcasts weeUy for the Independent Voters of 
lUiiiais* BART stated that he is a moEdter# but they ai^t sot let his member¬ 
ship be generally known* It is believed that the individual referred to by 
BART must be subject LOUIS TEREEL be is the eommep^tbr for the independent 
Voters of Illinois, Incorporated. 

NDEPENDEirr VOTERS OF ULINdtS. IHCGRPORATEDt 


TVRKyL is the ceiaBentator on the weekly radio fH’ograms sponsored by this 
organisation. Aooerding to informants,, this organisation is being infiltrated 
by the CPA. 
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OMDEVELQEED LEADS 

CHISAGO FISU) DlVISiait - 

At Chicago, IllinoifB, will ascertain if Object has a credit or criminal 
record in Chicago* 

''I i 

iQl 


/ 
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REPORT MADE BY 


CHAIIACTER OF CASE 
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LOOTS TERKEL, aka, "Studs" Terkel 


SECBRITT MATTER (C) 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


IgPt ^ 

REFERENCE: 


iXOliTW' 


SgWect continues to cooperate with alleged CPA front ^oups, 
credit and cr imi nal record set out* u . \\aA^r _--v 

■ £ f\r\ L li A * 1/1/ 

CLASSIFIEoVY: 

-0- 

Report of Special Agent 
at Chicago, Illinois* 


DETAILS: 


Confidential Informants state.subject continues to cooperate 
with alleged CPA front groups, ^ 


(JOINT ANTI-FAa:iST REFUGEE COMMITTEE: 


1'-. c.\ 


WM f * ^ 

a to 


PI 

<*3 Vi C- 


APPROVED Af^ 

forward^: 


> ^onfidential I^ or mantl _J informed the office that m m 

X I I told r I that "STDDS" TERKEL was going 

^ to be a speaker at the delegate's luncheon on February 24. 

1945* ..This same info:^nt aleo stated that I I told g & 

I that PACl^fTOBteSON was havliig a public^ meetir^ •• Mg 

at Madison, Wisconsin, for the Comniittee, and that "STUDS" ^ 
TERKEL was going to be master of ceremonies and collection 
speaker. ( 27 ^'^ 

I ~ informed this office on June 5, 194^ that I I -S' S'I S~ 

1 I har finntaetad HSTUDS** TERKEL and reauested him to 


^ informed this office on Jxine 5, 1945 that]_| 

I had contacted **STUDS** TERKEL and requested him to 
speak before a small house group on the Spanish refugees. ^ 
TERK&f’^qp^epted, 


Pinformed 




[that she had asked 
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Chicago File 100-17848 


"STUDS" TERKEL to speak at a meeting on October 22, 1944 regarding various 
agencies and their way of presenting minority groups* Informant stated that 
TERKEL had agreed to talk* ' - 

[ stated that l L instructor at the School, con- 

^tacte d "OTDDS" TERKEL, and made an appointment with him May 2, 1945. | | 

I I reported that on May 6, 1945 the Extension Department of the School 

held a meeting in the Ida B* Wells Community CentW for the purpose of dis¬ 
cussing "The negro citizen looks at the/fean Francisco Conference". Informant 
stated that "STUIB" TERKEL acted as mowrator. 


informed that 


asked "STUDS" TEBTCip. tn mak-Q a speech at the Highland Park American Legion 
on June 28, 1945* [ told inforaiant he believes "STUDS" could handle this 

assignment. x-v- 

U ^ • ^(U) 

June 25, 1945 j j infome^that "STUDS" TERKEL had been 

trying to contact WILLIAM L.'^ATTERSON, Assistant Director of the School, but 
that PATTERSON was not in his office^^^^ jyj 

CHICAGO COUNCIL OF AMERICAN SOVIET FRIENDSHIP! (u) 


of the School, 


[informed on May 18, 1945 that j ^ [had attempted to 

obtain "STUr)S""TEfdEL to speak at a coming rallvig|rHOwever. informant stated tha-Wn (U) 
"STUDS " declined, stating that he was too busy at present .[^However, he informed'*^ 
that perhaps he could speak the next timeTj^^^yj 

CREDIT: ' . 

Special Agent J. J. KELLY obtained the following information from 
Hill’s Reports, Inc*, 209 West Jackson: LOUIS TERKEL, 1217 North Washtenaw 
Avenue .>WPA worte r. salary $85*00 per month* Municipal Court record shows 
n obtained a judgment of $555,37 against LOUIS TERKEL of 1145 
North Oakley Avenue on Ifeirch 6, 1936* No banking listed* 


CRIMINAL: 

A check of the records of the Chicago Police Department, 1121 South ' 
State Street, by Special Agent J. J. KEUY revealed the following information: 
LOUIS TERKEL (Communist, 194^ m^ber of the Chicago Repertory group, took part 
in play "Man of Monticello"^^Daily Worker", May 26, 1941j,in the Arny Feb.,' 
1943* 

_ D , ... 

This case is being closeduj^m-tVie authprity. of the Special Agent 
• in Charge, ' * 

. . - C L 0 -S E D - 
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STW4DARD FORM NO. 6^ 


Office Mernomdtm • UNITED STMES GOVERNMENT 


TO , ; Direotor, FBI 

p.£fteM ; SAC, Chio&go 



DATE: Au^st 30, 19^ 



SUBJECT: L0TJ1S*-TBRKEL aka "Studs" Terkal 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


_ Reference is made to the oldsreport of Speolal Ag^j^ 

___ I Chicago. lil ihois. dated 8-20-45; the 

report of Speolal Aeent I I New York dato d 1-13-34, 

and the report of^Special Agent ! Chioago. 

Illinois, dated January IS, 1934 ~ the latter two having the 
oharaoter "Applicant - Student Fingerprint Classifier". 

It has been ascertained tha t lOUlS TBtKBL in the report 

of Speolal Agent_ is identioal with the LOUIS TERKBL 

who'applied to the Bureau as a Student.Fingerprint Classifier in 
1984^ and is ref erred to in the above referenced reports of 
Agents |~ and ! j 

ALL IMFORMATIOW-COMTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 06-21-2005 BY AUC 60309 
.TAM/MLT/JW 

CAJiPB 

100-17848 \ 

oo 67-1062 ^ /.. . 
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1 RFBimel 


<D 0 

LOUIS TEBKEL, iiith alias "Stada“^erkel 





% 


m 


'■be 

b7C 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SSClffilTI HATTSEUs 




FORWARDED: 


iVpIS'- 
gilf ■*• 

LOOTS TERKEL resides 623 Vfest Wrightwood Avenue; 
presently einployed ■writing Sunday column for ” 

Sun Times”. TERKEL reportedly has been Master of 
Ceremonies at various functions from 1945 tG~1949 
sponsored by the American Youth For Democracy, Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, Civil Rights Congress 
and International Workers Order, which have been 
designated by the United States Attorney General as 
Communist organizations. THIKEL ■was elected to the 
Membership-At-large Cranmittee of the National Council 
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions in 1948. 
Informants advised that TERKEL directed radio program^ 
sponsored by the American-Jewish Congress in 1948 
d,1949. .Description set forth. 

- .?•« - 

BACKGRQI 


On March 3, 1950,|_ _ 

Telephone Lincoln 9-1866, was telephonii 

tacted ip der suitable pretext, and she advised]^_ 

“STUES” TERKEL, presently resides at 623 West 
Wrightwood Avenue. << ^ . 

Classified U K ' ~ - 

Eknployment Exempt fromN^S, Categoiy 

Date oi' Ucclua^icat 

farther/adyised 




y 



lIAt- AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


aryadyisea 



I 


«STUIB« TERKEL 
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t .. ' i 

. . I 


had been en^jloyed as an actor in the stage pl3y» ’’Detective Story”, while it / 
played in Chicago, and also on the road until its recent closing. She further 
advised that TERKIL is presently vfriting a Sunday column on disc records for 
the Chicago ”Sun Times”, where he commenced writing, just a week or so ago. 

_stated that TIEKEL is making arrangements to have a television 

program over the NBC network in the near future. She further advised that 
TERKSL is busy at the present time arranging for a sponsor. 


b6 

b7C-.- 


ACTIVITIES AND AFFILIATIONS 


Communist Party . 


(U) 


^-1, of known reliability, on May 7, 1947|^vised that "STUDS” TERKEL was 
scheduled to be Master of Ceremonies at -ftie South Shore Club of the Communist 
Party Celebration to be held at Guch’s Hall, 3234 East 92nd Street, on 
Saturday, J&y 24, 1947. The informant further advised that the members of the 
South Shore Communist Party Club were requested not to advertise the fact that 
TERKEL was going to be the fester of Ceremonies, 

American Youth For Democracy ^ 

rT-2, oa- known reliability, on August 29,^945 advised that h^^eamed from 
' I of the American Youth For Dembcracy that she thought that the 

AYD could get ’’STUDS” TERKEL as Master-of Ceremonies for the Second Anniversary 
Dance of the AYD to be held at a later date, ‘ ^ 

The American Youth For Democracy was designated as a Communist organizati'CHi 
by the United States Attorney General, (U) 

fr-S, of know n reliability, 24, 1946 advised that he learned from 

I I of the AYD headquarters thatJ^TUDS” TERKEL was going to be 

chairman of the first part of the progrSmNat the AYD banquet scheduled for 


b6 

b7C 


fey 4, 1946 at the Morrison Hotel. 


(U) 


[_T-4, of known reliability, on April 26, 1946 advised tha ^ ’^TUDS” TERKEL was a 
sponsor of the Salute To World Youth banquet committee, according to 
informant, this committee was to arrange a banquet'to show adults’ appreciation^ 
in support of organized world youth and the need for cooperation between youth 
and adults, and was sponsored by the AYD. 


on October 7, 1946 advised that he was a lis teneiV't o the 
WJJD at 4:15 p.m. on o/tober 6, 1946, Agent 


SA._ 

program over Station _ 

advised that "STUDS” TERKEL conducted this/nrotrpam. and in the course 
program interviewed .and introduced|_ 

AYD, Chicago. ■" , 


b6 

b7C 
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r ' 

^T-5j of known reliability, on October 22, 194« fhrnidied a circiolar which 
was sent to AYD members which stated that the AYD vjas sponsoring their own 
radio broadcast on November 6, 1946. This circular pointed out that "STUDS” 
TERKEL, famous radio commentator, would conduct the program. 

r • 

jT-5^ further advised on May 5^ 1947j^at LOUIS ”STUDS” TERKEL appeared on a 
program held at the membership meeting of the AID at the DuSable Community 
Center j 62/East 49th Street^ Chica p, Illinois % on Mondavi April 21. 1 9A7* 

"The informant further advised that ] of the 

AID in Chicago, spoke and stressed the fact that the purpose of the meeting 
was to inform the people that the AID ¥^as not an un-M erican youth 

organization* Informant further advised that _stated she was a member 

of the Communist Party, and that she ?/as not asHamed of this fact* 

Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee (U) ^ 


iT-6^ of kncp fm reliability, on August 8, 1945 advised that he had learned from 
[ of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee'CommitteeJ^at LOUIS' “STUDS” ' 
TERKEL, radio %vriter and actor, had been the Idaster of/S^remonies at a program 
sponsored by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee held at the Plrst 
Congregatioml Churc h, Madison. Wisconsin4 on August 6, 1945• ^ Informant 
further advised that l stated that TERKEL declared: “The war in 

Europe is not over as long as there is a bridgehead of Fascism from Lfedrid to 
Buenos Aires to Madison, Wisconsin.” She further advised that TERKEL stated, 
must take our cue from the Potsdam Conference in which the Big Three 
declared they v^ill not recognize Franco Spain but only a o eonles-^Spain” * 

The informant further advised that he learned from that TERKEL asked 

the audience to contribute funds to aid the thousands of Spanish refugees 
waiting to return to Spain to oust Franco for a democratic regime* 

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee was designated as a Communist 
organisation by the United States Attorney General* 

r ^ .■ 

\T-6 further advised on December 6, 1945 thatjKSTUDS” TERKEL was sche^J-ed 
to make the collection speech at the banquet honoring Dr. EDIfARD ip^^&SKI, 
National Director of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, which was held 
December 8, 1945 at the Congress Hotel* 

T-7. of kno wn reliability, on December 6, 1945 advised that he learned from 

_of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee that she was go jjig to 

^>fcntact “S TUDS” TEEIKEL, 623 Wrightwood Avenue, for some information on | | 

^ [noted news comm entator who was scheduled to be the principal^ speaker 

at tnel [dinner 

-^--- A'U) y ^ ^ 
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p-7 on January 11, 1946 further advised that he learned from | I that)^ 

^STITDS" TERKSL was going to, lead the delegation to see Congressman RESA of 
Chicago, Illinois on January 12, 1946, protesting the action of the House \ 
Un-American Activities Committee who ordered that the JAFRC produce their ' I 
records before that committee. 1 

Civil Rights Congress ^ ' l 

(t- 8, of known reliability, on February 26, 1946 advised that^TUDS” TERKEL 1 
was Master of Ceremonies at the Festival For Freedom sponsored by the Civil ' 
Rights Congress which was held at the Civic Opera House on Sunday, February J 
24 , 1946 , to.abolish the poll tax. 

The Civil Rights Congress was cited as a Communist organization by the United 
States Attorney General. 

G;-9, an agency engaged in the collection of security information in the 
Chicago area, on January 3, 195 ^g ^ised that "STUDS" TERKEL, radio commentator. 


v/as the Master of Ceremonies at a/^oncert sponsored by the CRC at the Eighth 
Street Theater on February 12, 1948. ; 

The November 6, I 948 issue of the '^Illinois Standard", Page 7, Columns 4 and 5, | 
carried an article entitled, '"vVhat’s doing?", iniiich reflected that "STUDS" ; 
TERKSL, radio commentator, was scheduled to be the Master of Ceremonies at the i 
Fun and Frolic Party sponsored by the 44th Ward Club of the CRC to be h^d 
November 6, 1948 at 2817 Cambridge Street. ! 


[t- 8 furthe0'M^sed that the "Illinois Standard" was the successor to the I 

“Chicago Star", and commenced publication September 11, 1948 and ceased publication 
January 29, 1949. According to informant, the "Illinois Standard" had been 
domimted and controlled by the Communist Party, its educational policies 
having been dictated by the Communist Party and followed the Communist Party 
line. • ^ 

{t- 10, of known reliability, on October 13, 1949|^urnished a flyer concerning 
the Civil Rights Conference to end Jim Grow housing in Chicago being held 
October 15, 1949 at the IMCA "C^afeteria, 19 South LaSalle, Chicago, .Illinois. 

The purpose of this meeting was to plan a cau3?>aign against restrictive housing 
ordinances for non-segregated housing in Chicago. The flyer further reflected 
that "STUDS" TERlfEL was cooperating with the Civil Ri^ts Congress, and was i . 
listed among the co-sponsors of this meeting. I 
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International Workers Order , , " j 

|t- 11, of known reliability, on May 16, 1946 advised that LOUIS^^iOitiPSON, 
executive Secretary of the DuSable Lodge, International YJorkers/Order, stafed] 
that "STUDS" TERKEL would be Master of Ceremonies at the Council meeting 'to 
be held at’ the Parkway Community Center on May 24 ,,1946. , ^ 

The International YYorkers Order was cited as a Communist Organizatidn' by the 
Attorney ^neral. , 

tj-8 on'November 11, 194^furnished a pamphlet which reflected that "STUDS" 
TERKEL was a sponsor of the DuSable Community Center, Chicago, which 
organization was sponsored by the DuSable Lodge of the IWO. 


(t- 8 on May 5 j 1949 furthe^actvised that the DuSable Community Center, Chicago, 
Illinois, was a corporation whose shareholders are conprised of trade unions 
and left wing organizations in the Chicago area.' Informant further advised 
that the Communist Party actually controls the DuSable Community Center. 


^-12, of known reliability, on January 28, 1949 furnishe^J\ printed invitation 
to the farewell testimonial.dinner•for LOUISE THOMPSOH PATTEEISOW on Saturday, 
February 6, 1949, at the DuSable Community Center Ballroom, 4958 South 
Wabash Avenue. The invitation also sets out that "STUDS" TERKEL, radio 
commerrtator, would be amopg the scheduled speakers.' 


Jt is to be noted that LOUISE THOMPSOBJ^ATTERSOW is. the wife of HflLLIAM 
^AT^RSON, who until recently was 'Fice Chairman of the Communist, Paety^^ ^ 
Districi^S,iand was appointed chairman of the Civil Rights Congress with 
headquarters in New lork City. 

National Council of the Arts, Sciences.and Professions 

li^-13, of known reliability, on June I 3 , 1946 advised that he learned |EP)a 
VOiLLIAivS Ij^^SttERSON, Vice Chairman of the Communist Party, District ^^hat 
"STUDS" T^KEL was not up to par with the talk that he gave at the Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Chicago Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions 
held June 12, 194^ at tiie Stevens Hotel. 


Ij- 14 on June 28, 1949 advise^^hat the Chicago Council of Arts, Sciences and 
Professions is the Chicago Division of the National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions. The National Council of the Arts, .Spiences and 
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Professions has been designated as a Communist organiaation hj the Attorney 
General * 


(t- 15^ of known reliability, in September, I948 advise^phat ^’STUDS'* TIMEL was \ 
unanimously elected to the Membership-At-Large Committee of the Mational Gbuncill 
of the Art!^ Sciences and Professions at its organisational meeting held at \ 
the Woodro?/^Wilson Room, 84 East Randolph Street, on January 16 and 17, 1948* ' 


0-15 further advised.in September, 1945Khat ”STl]B3^* TERKEL was elected to 
the Program and Resolutions Committee of the National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions at the organisational meeting held January I6 and 17, 

1948. 

The June 28, 1948 issue of the **Daily Worker'*, Page 11, Column carries an 
article entitled, **Art Science Group To Ask Truman To Aid Anti-Fascists**, 
which reflected that 'STUDS** TERKEL, radio commentator, was among the signers 
of a petition for presidential clemency for the eleven members of the Board of 
the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee«> The article further reflects ibat 
the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions was the sponsor of 
this petition# 

It is to be noted that the **Daily Worker'* is an East Coast Communist daily 
newspaper# 

0-16, of known reliability, on torch 17, 194^^^nished a copy of the program 
of the Cultural and Scientific Conference For World Peace held at the ¥faldorf- 
Astoria, New York City, under the auspices of the National Council of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions on torch 25> 26 and 27, 1949* This program 
reflected that "STUDS** TERKEL was listed as being one of the sponsors for this 
conference * 


u 

Ldvise^t] 


|T-9 further advise^that "STUDS'* TERKEL attended a meeting of the Chicago , 
chapter of the National Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions held at the 
Civic Opera House on April 6, 1949* 

0-9 on toy 7, 1949 further advised^at "STUBS** TERKEL, .radio announcer, was 
listed among th^sponsors of the Cnicago Meeting on World Peace sponsored by 
the Chicago Chapter of the Arts, Sciences and Professions held at the Civic 
Opera House on April 6, 1949* ' 

American-Jev/ish Confess 


0-9 further advised thatf^TUI6" TERKEL wrote the radio script, "THWToople . 
Speak Out On Israel", sponsored by the American-Jewish Congress, over Station 
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WJJD on November 2L, 1948. 


It is to be noted that the American-Jewish Congress ms cited as a Communist 
organization by the Attorney General. 






of kno\m reliability, on February 23, 1949j^iirnished a flyer announcing 1 
a Town Hall Meeting sponsored by the American-Jewish Congress at the Palmer, 1 

House, State and Monroe Streets, on Tuesday evening, February 22, 1949. This i 

flyer further reflected ^that by special request Station ?WJD would re-broadcast,| 
«i^Cry, Our Beloved City", an original production by "STUDS" TERKEL, on Saturday i 
afternoon at 4:00 p.m., Febrmry 27, 1949* The flyer furtiier reflected that \ 
this program originally was presented on January 30, 1949, and that it I 

presents to radio listeners a series of firsthand ejiperiences with-discilminationi 
Chicago style. | 

Abraham Lincoln School I 

C T-18, of known rd.iability, on September 28, 1945 advised that he learned 
from WILLIAM PATTERSON, Assistant Director of the Abraham Lincoln School, that 
he had talked to "STUDS" TERKEL regarding the Gary and Englewood grade and i 
high school strike against negro students. PATTERSON further advised liiat the 
strike had ^^ad to the Tilden and Morgan Park Schools. PATTERSON stated 
further tlia^y%TUDS" TERKEL had hit the Gary strike on his last program. 

Informant further advised that-PATTERSON stated that TBSIfEL believed an open 
letter to the 200 students at Englewood was in order, and that the topic shoiald 
be on racism. ' I 

i 

The Abraham Lincoln School was cited as a Communist organization by the 
United States Attorney General. 

T-19, p/ known r^iability, on April 22, 1947 advised that he learned from 
WALTEi^^FF, Director of the Abraham Lincoln School, that he wanted "STUDS" 

TERIfEL to m^e the collection ^eech at the Paul Robeson Rally sponsored by 
the Abraham Lincoln School on April 27, 1947 at.the Civic Opera House in 
Chicago, Illinois'. 

[t- 20, of known reliability, on April 30, 1947 advisedjj^at "STUDS" TERKa v/as 
the narrator who related the incidents in ROBESON's life, in the course of the 
program at the "Salute To Paul Robeson" sponsored by the Abraham Lincoln 
School, 180 West Yfeshington Street, at the Civic/Opera House, Chicago, Illinois,_ 
on Sunday, April 27, 1947. The informant further advised that TERKEL stated 
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during the narration that "Paul Robeson is a product of all the people 
fitting for freedom, for justice for all". 

Progressive Citizens of America 

1^-13 on June I 3 , 1946 further advised that he learned from TflLLIM L. PATTERSON,. 
Assistant Director of the Abraham Lincoln Schooy^^at "STUDS" TERKEL was 
.one of the principal speakers at a meeting of the^rogressive Citizens of 
America held at the Stevens Hotel on June I 3 , 194o. 

(t- 8 furthe^jl^vised that the Progressive Citizens of America was a Communist 
front organization. The informant further advised that he knows that certain 
knovm members of the Communist Party in Chicago have been assigned to work 
exclusively on PCA and Third Party recruiting and campaign activities and 
are being.paid for their work by other organizations. Informant stated that 
their assignments, however, are given by the Communist Party. 

The May I 5 , 1947 issue of the Chicago daily "Tribune" contained an article 
pertaining to the appearance of HENRY A. WALLACE at the Chicago Stadiiim on 
May 14 , 1947 under the auspices of the Progressive Citizens of America. 

The article further related that when HENRY WALLACE entered the hall, LOUIS 
"STUDS" TEElECEIi, the Master of Ceremonies, used the public address system to 
set up the chant of "Wallace in ' 48 ", and whenever the noise showed signs of 
subsiding, TISKEL took it up again. It is to be noted that HENRY- A. WALLACE 
•was a candidate for president of the United States on the Progressive Party 
ticket in 1948. 



The September 20, 1947 issue of the "Chicago Star", Page 12, Column 1, carries 
an article announcing the Fifth Ward PCA Party scheduled for September 27, 

1947 at 5649 South Blackstone Avenue, which reflected that "STUDS" TERICEL 
was scheduled to participate in the entertainment program. 


[t- 8 furthe^j^-vised that the "Chicago Star", 166 West Washington Street, 
Chicago, was a weekly newspaper dominated and controlled by the Communist 
Party, -vihich newspaper operated in Chicago from July 4 , I 946 to September 
4, 1948 . According to informant, the top functionaries of the Communist ^ 
Party dictated and con-trolled the editorial policies, subscription drives 
and organizational setup of the "Chicago Star". 

[ 1 - 21 , of known reliability, on March 21, 1947l^Yised that "STUDS" TERKEL 






present at a party of the PCA held at tfie home of 


on March 8j 1947* 


^ . _. seepcT' 
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(J-22, of knovna reliability^ furnished a mimeographed invitation to a party'' 
of the Fift h Ward Club, PGA, scheduled for Saturday, Sept ember 27, 1947, at 

the home of_ This invitation 

further informed that “STUDS" TERKEL ffas listed as a speaker on the pTOgrara* 


0-21 on October 16, 1947 furthe3^''d.sed that the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions Di-vision of the Progressive Citizens of America held a meeting 
at the PCA headquarters, 112 East Chestnut Street, on October 14, 1947• 

The informant further stated that during the meeting "STUDS" TERKEL, -viio was 
not present, -vvas placed on -the planning committee for the Arts Ball 
scheduled to be held at a later date. . 


The iferch 20, 1948 issue of the "Chicago Star", Column 2, Page 12, carried ' 
an article entitled, "44tli Ward PCA to Protest UMT", which reflected that 
"STUDS" TERKEL, a disc jockey, •was scheduled to be a speaker at the community 
protest rally sponsored by the 44th Ward Club of the PCA to be held ilarch 
^0, 1948 at the Alcott School, 2625 Worth Orchard Street. The article further 
reflected the rally was scheduled because of the grordng opposition to • 
passage of the conpulsory, universal military training bill. 

n 

Ijn March 28, I 948 SA GARNET T. TUNSTALL furnished a leafl et entitled, 
.^'Devil-men Working For War", udiich -was left at his resSience, 2636 North 
^'orchard Street, Chicago, Illinois. This leaflet announced a community 
protest rally sponsored by the 44 th Ward of the PGA Club to be held at the 
Alcott School, 2625 North Orchard Place on March 30, 1948 at 8:00 p.m. 

This rally was to be held to protest universal military training and the 
drafting of eighteen year old youngsters. The leaflet fur-bher informed that. 
"STUDS" TERKEL -would be the Master of Ceremonies at this meeting. 


Progressive Party 


|t- 23, of kno-vm reliability, on 15ay 28, 194^^^ised that "STUDS" TERI^EL 
attended a Progressive Party meeting held at the Viking Teaple, School and 
Sheffield Streets, on Thursday evening. May 27, 1948, 

|t- 8 has periodically advisedjt^t the Communist Party really controls the 
Progressive Party in Illinois, but does not -want -this known because the 
Progressive Party -would lose its value to the Comraxmist Party. 

The June 12, 1948 issue of the "Chicago Star", Page,5, Columns 1 and 2, 
carries an article reflecting that "STUDS" TEMEL would be the speaker at a 
meeting of the Progressive Party at the Masonic Temple, Chicago, on Juno 15, 

1948. 
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[t- 84, of knoim reliability, on July 14, 1948}^hrnished a handbill announcing 
a Progressive Party of Illinois meeting for June 22, 1948 at the Carleton 
Hotel, Oak Park,- Illinois, which reflected that aSTUDS” TERKEL viras scheduled 
to appear as an attraction at this meeting. 

The August 7, 1948 issue of the ^Chicago Star”, Page 4, Columts 1 and 2, 
reflected that ”STUI]B” TERKEL, disc jockey, was scheduled to entertain those 
present at the 46th Ward Progressive Party “shindig” scheduled for Friday 
evening, August 6, 1948 at the Belmont Hotel, 


The August 14, 1948 issue of the “Chicago Star”, Page 5, Columns 5, 4 and 5, 
carried an article relating that WSTUDS” TERKEL, Chicago radio commentator, 
was to be the Ifester of Ceremonies during the Progressive Party Day activities 
at the Illinois State Fair which was scheduled to be held at Springfield, 
Illinois on August 14, 1948. 


[t- 9 adviseS^hat the open air hieeting sponsored by the Fourth Ward Club of 
the Progressive Party, held at 46th Place and South Parkway on September 3, 
1948, was called.to order by “STUDS" TERKEL, radio commentator and entertainer. 
The informant further advised that the main topic of the meeting concerned | 

the Progressive Party's demand for a place on the ballot in Illinois. J 




9 advise^^at “STUDS” TEEIKEL, radio commentator, introduced the chairman 
the evening, Mr. RICHARj^J^ATT, Progressive Party attorney and former 
Professor of Law at the Uniwrsity of Chicago, at the HENRY A. WALLACE Rally 
sponsored by the Progressive Party held at Wrigley Field, Chicago, on 
September 14, 1948* 


(t-S advised)^at “STUDS” TERKEL attended the Progressive Party Rally For Peace 
held at the Chicago Colisetun on April 29, 1949. 


T-8 on February 27, 1950 advised that he has met “STUDS" TERKEL on several 
occasions, the dates of which he cannot recall, at Progressive Party functions 
in Chicago»^^^)S^ 

Midwest Committee For Protection Of Foreign Born 

On January 10, 1948, “STUDS" TERKEL, a Chicago radio announcer, was observed 
by SA CHARLES W. GRUBB to be presiding over the Salute to Paul Robeson meeting 
sponsored by the Midwest Committee For Protection of Foreign Born held at 
St. Paul's Baptist Church, 1938 Adams Street, Gary, Indiana. 
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0‘-10 on l^y 27, 1948|Mvised that the Midwest Coinmittee For Protection of 
Foreign Bom is the midwest organization of the American Committee For 
Protection Of Foreign Born* 

The American Committee For Protection Of Foreign Born has been designated 
as a Ccanmunist organization by the United States Attorney General* 


Independent Voters of Illinois (IVI) 

^-l^^xrnished a pangphlet entitled, ’^IVI For Political Action Among 
Independent Voters^, which reflected that ”STUDS” TERKEL conducted a radio 
program sponsored by the IVI over Station WCFL in 1944 and 1945* It 
further advised that •<STUDS« TURKEL gave voice to the aims and objectives 
of the IVI* The pan^^hlet further reflected that LOUIS »STUDS« TERKEL, 
radio commentator, was a governing member of the Independent Voters of 
Illinoiso 

^ I- ^ -- 

T-2S- of known reliability, advised during 1948 that] __ 

I [ stated 

that■ approximately tan per cent of the members of the IVI were Communists* 
This, informant also advised that the Communist Political Association was 
making efforts, at this time to gain control of the IVI*^6j^^ (Uj 


(x-26, of known reliability, on September 13, 1945 advised that he had learned 
from Secretary, District 8, Communist Political Association, that 

he had intormed GIiy^^&EN, Chairman, District 8, CoBiraunist Political 
Association, that^ ^^elieved that «STUIB" TERKEL had done commendable work 
in the IVI association^ART further advised the informan^^at the IVI 
was engaging more and more in community organizations* 


(t- 1 oh October 25, 1943!K;irnished an announcement of the Second Public Forum 
of the Seventh Ward of IVI held at the O’Keefe Public School, 70th Street 


- 11 - 
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and Clyde Avenue, on October 17, 1945• This announcement reflected the nan^ 
of "STUDS" TEE^I^EL, radio commentator, Yiio -was listed among the speakers for 
the Forum. 

( 2-20 on Hovesnber 16, 194article distributed at the IVI 
meeting held at the Hyde Park High School, Chicago, Illinois, on November 16, 
1945 which dealt mth the atomic bomb. This article entitled, "A^omb Fell 
.On Chica go", was a copy of a radio broadcast directed by "STUDS" xEK^EL for 
the ivi on Friday, S^teniber 12, 1945^ on Radio Station ?.^CFL. 

(t- 20 furthe^^s^ised that "STUDS" TERKEL was the commentator on a radio 
broadcast for the IVI over Station l/CFL entitled, "A Bomb Fell On Chicago", 
and in this commentary TEEIKEL disparaged the idea of atomic bomb secrecy 
and indicated the effect of a possible atomic bomb, attack on Chicago and 
elsendiere. 


yT-27. 


of*knoTim reliability, on April 26. 1946 advised that he learned from 

of the American Youth For Democracy^ 


that "STUDS" TERKEL was going to be at the IVI meeting at Summer's Hall on 


April 29 , 1946 . 




A review of the April, 1946 issue of "The Bell Ringer", publiced by the 
IVI, Page 3 j-C olumn 1, reflected that "STUDS" TERICEL's broadcasts over 
Station ¥CFL on Friday evenings had been acclaimed one of the top public 
service programs of the nation. 

[t- 14 furnishe(|]^p!iytcard dated October 19, 1946 announcing nine radio broad¬ 
casts mainly sponsored by the IVI under the direction of "STUDS" TERKEL on 
Station WMAQ. The informant further advised that "STUDS" TERKEL would do 
the commentary and the interviewing of various people who appeared on this 
program in the latter part of October and the beginning of November, 1946. 

^-1.4 furnidieija^eaflet distributed by the IVI late in 1946 entitled, 
"Emergency Appeal, Keep Studs Terkel on The Air For IVI", which reflected 
that the IVI was in need of money to keep "STUDS" TERKEL on the air, and 
appealed for contributions to continue TERKEL's program. The leaflet further 
informed that TERKEL broadcasted every Friday evening at 9:llp.m. oyer 
Station WCFL. The leaflet was an open appeal sigied by LBqJIlERITOR, Chairman 
of the IVI. r . 


The April 26, 1947 issue of the "Chicago Star", Page 3, Colunms 4 and 5, 
carried an article, "IVI Leaders.Hit Vote Coup", v/hich reflected that 
undemocratic procedures of a small clique in the top leadership of the IVI 
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in Illinois were scored foUovfing an election of directors, which was 
described as a coup* The article further stated that «STUrS» TERKEL, a 
former director, resigned from the organization charging irregularities in 
the election procedure* It goes on to state that ward organizations of the 
IVI were incensed over the election which ousted seven directors who were 
considered leftists* 


^^Ghicago Star» 


T-^8, .of kno wn reliability, on torch 12, 1946 advised that he learned from 


_Jof the 'Communist party Headquarters that he had suggested **STUIB*< 

TERKEt, radio commentator, for the Editor ial Board of the new paner^ ^^Chic ago 


Star^* T-28 stated in January, 1947 that|^ 
the *»Chicago Star»>;^ (Uj 


was 


of 


T-28 on torch 22, 1946 advised that he learned from GIL GREEN, Chairman of 
the Communist Party, District #8, that the services of «STUIB” TMKEL should 
be utilized in the fund-raising drive for the publication of the ^^Chicago 

star-. ^(U) 


The September 21, 1946 issue of ‘^Chicago Star**, Pages 8 and 9, center 
column, carries a poem entitled:^^!^ome Of The Brave**, written by TERK^ 

popular radio commentator* This poem described the brutal beating given 
LUCIAN HOPKINS, a negro veteran, by deputies of the Sheriff's Office, todison 
County, Alton City, Illinois* This poem further reflects the discrimination 
and the hate against the negroes and calls for an end to this discrimination, 
which TSRKEL states will never end until the weed of race hate is uprooted* 


(U) 


[T-8 on June 9, 1946 furnisheya copy of a "Chicago Star" bulletin for June 
8, 1946 which carried an article reflecting that "STUBS" TERKEL, top-flight 
radio star, was to be Master of Ceremonies at the Star Klub party June 29, 
1946 at the Hamilton Hotel, 20 South Dearborn Avenue* - This article further 
reflected that the Star Klub, Chicago's own anti-Fascist night spot, would be 
open only to "Chicago Star" twenty-five pointers, said points being obtained 
by selling subscriptions to the "Chicago Star"* - 


The July 5, 1948 issue of the "Chicago Star", Page 3, Column 1, carried 
an article captioned, "We'll See You At The Star Picnic", which reflected 
that Radioman "STUBS" TERKEL was scheduled to be toster of Ceremonies at 
the "Chicago Star" picnic to be held at Justice Park Grove, Justice, 
Illinois, on July 4, 1948. 

Miscellaneous 


The "Chicago Star" of torch 8, 1947, Page 12, Columns 4 and 5, carried an 
article entitled, "Our Town", which reflected that "STUBS" TERKEL, well- 
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known local progressive radio commentator, was serving as an adviser to a 
city-wide committee sponsored by the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee to - 
combat reactionary radio broadcasts* 

(j-S on ^rch 25, 1945^[^vised that the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee 
until recently was dominated in all its activities by the leaders of the 1 

Communist Party, USA, District 8. The informant stated that during the past 
six months, the Communist Party, District 8, had directed its attention to 
the Civil Rights Congress and had used it in the same manner in which the 
Chicago Civil Liberties Committee formerly was used* 

0^-29, of known reliability, on March 19, 1948|^^xsed that LOUIS TMKELy 
Chicago, subscribed on November 10, 1947 to the «USSR Information Bulletin^* ' 
published by the Russian Embassy at Yfashington, D. G* 

\^-14 advised on February 24, 195Q]ife^ TERKEL had been enployed by varioui 

radio stations in Chicago* ' Informant stated that TERKEL had been eirployed by 
MiOR - FM until a few months ago* The informant stated that TERKEL is a; leftist, 
a radical and an opportunist. "The informant further advised that it is his 
belief that TERKEL is Communistically inclined, but mainly for a monetary purpose 


(j-8 on February 27, 1950 advised that h 
regarding subject’s present activities 


furnish no further information 


(U) 


^-1 on March 15, 1950 advised that hejpcould furnish no further information 
regarding subject’s present activities* 

|T-3ol^^unknavm reliability, who is employed in a responsible position, on 
March 15, 1950 advised that he has known ’’STUDS” TEHKEL since 1943* Informant 
further advised that he knew TERKEL while stationed at Greensboro, North 
Carolina in the Army Air Force in 1943, and that during this time he knew 
nothing derogatory concerning the subject. Informant further advised that he 
returned to Chicago in 1946 and heard TERKEL broadcasting for the IVI, which 
broadcast reflected that TERKEL was sympathetic to left wing movement and 
pro-Russian. Informant further advised that it is his belief that the subject 
is not'a Communist,, although TERICEL has Communist tendencies. The informant . 
further stated that TERKEL received no Communist literature while stationed 
in Greensboro, North Carolina. , / 
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Information Pertaining To Subject 


T-31, of knovm reliabil ity, in January, 1946, advised that 
I I attended Communist Part y meetings held at^he home 

of| ^ ^ on Thursday, Dacenier 6, 


1945 and Jahuary 3> 1946^*% 


T-32, of knovm reliability, advised that 


_] was a subscriber to the "Daily Worker", v\hose subscription vmiild' 

ecxpire January 14> 1950. lU) 


DESCRIPTION 


The following description of subject was obtained from records at Selective 
Service Headquarters. 523 South Plymouth Court, made av ^lable byP 
Ion l/larch 7. 1 950. and pretext telephone call to 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Residence 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

I^es 

Marital Status 

Co3i$)lexion 
Social Security No. 
Army Serial No. 
Immediate Relatives 


LOUIS TERKEL, with alias 
"STUDS" TERI^EL, 

Male 

White 

May 16, 1912 

Nevf York City, New York 

623 Tfest Wrightwood Avenue, ' 

Chicago, Illinois 

5 feet,'^7 inches 

147 pounds ' . 

Black 



- P E N D I N G^i- - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


On November 8, 1949 a telephone call tos recei ved by SA| 
from a person identifyi ng hijgiself as' 
by SA I l as that of 


but vhose voice v/as recognized 
Chicago Civil Liberties 


Committee. This person reported that '*STUDS** TERKEL was taking part in the 
stage play> “Detective Story'*, ?/hich was playing at the Blackstone Theater, 
Chicago. The informant went on to say that '‘Detective Story** was an anti- 
Comraunist play.’ - 


Special Employee | I caused a check to be made at the Bureau 
of Criminal Information and Statistics, Chicago Police Department, January 
3, 1950. 


-PENBINCBe- 













» f; 
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THE CHICAGO DIVISION 


LEAD PAGE 


•AT CHICAGOi ILLINOIS 


Will await reply from Bureau in accordance with Form 122. 


-.P E N :D I N G* 


— 1-7— 
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INFORMAIlf PAGE 

T-1 - I 1 who furnished this information to SA JOHN F> GLE^TVIIXE on 

li&rch 15, 1950 and }!ay 7, 1947, and to SA on October 25, 

1945. - 


T-2 -I 


who furnished this information to Special Enployeel 
|on August 29, 1945. 


T-5 -| I who furnished this information to SAI 

April 24, 1946. ^ 


T-4 - An anonymous source* 

T-5 -L_ who furni^ 

22, 1946, and to SaF 


f ion to SA _ 

on tey 5, 1947i 


on October 


T-6 - 1 I who furnished this information to SA on 

August 8, 1945 and December 6, 1945. 

T-7 - 'vsho furnished this information to SA_on 

December 6, 1945, and to an unknown source of the Chicago Office on 
January 11, 1946. 

T-8 - who furnished this information to SA HERBERT G. POHLMAMN on 

February 26, 1946; November 11, 1946; February 27, 1950 and May 5, 
1949. 

T-9 " I I who furnished this 

information bv repo rt to the Chicago Office and to Special Ekr^jloyee 
on January 5, 1950* 

T-10 -_who furnished this information to SA CARL N. FREYMAN on tey 

27, 1948 and October 13, 1949* ' 

T-11 - who furnished this information to SA on 

May 16, 1946. 

T-12 - A trash coverl 


SAS CARL N. FREYMAN and I 


Ion January 28, 1949. 



^ who furnished this information to Special Mployee | | 

on June 13, 1946. 
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INFOmfAI\iT PAGE 


T-I4 -| I who furnished thjj 

June 28, 1949^ and to SaT 


on February 24, 1959* 


T-I5 - Trash cover on|_| 

Pennsylvania, as set forth in Philadelphia letter to Bureau dated- 
' September 16, 1948 in the case entitled, "PROGRESSIVE GITIZEU'^S OF 
Al'IEHICA,. ipWAL SECURITY - G"* 


.T-16 - 


_I who furnished this information to 

on torch 17, 1949^ (deemed advisable). 


T-17 -_ I who furn ished this information to SAS CARL N. FRSYj^lAi'^ and 

_on February 23j 1949. 

T-18 -_p who furnished this information to SA on 

September 28, 1945* 

T-19 - _ who furnished this information to SA JOHN E. GALLAGHER 

on April 22, 1947. 


T-20 -_ who furnished this ir 

November 16, 1945 ^ and to Sa[ 

T-21 - I TAho furnished t his 

torch 21, 1947, and to SA^ 


_I on April 30, 1947. 

bo SA__on 

Ion October 16, 1947. 


T-22-'-* Blind post office box conducted-by the Chicago Office under the name 


T -23 -L_I furnished this information to SA JOSEPH P. MC HMHON on 

toy 28, 1948 . 

T -24 -_ v/no furnished this information to SA_on 

July 14, 1948. ' . 


T^25 -I 


1945. 


who furnished this information to SA JOHN G* GROVES during 


T-26 -|_I #10 furnished this information to SA[ 

on September I3, 1945* 
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INFOHMAKl PAGE 


T-27 " I I -who.furnished this information to SA on 

April 2bi 1946* 

T-28 -|_I who fiirnish ed this informa-^ ion to SA on 

torch 12 ^ 194 6; to SA_on March 22> 19465 and to sk 

I l in January^ 1947. 

T-29 - Confidential Informant Z as reflected in Washington Field Office letter 
to Chicago dated March 19^ 1948/ entitled, ”S0I)AG, WASHIHG-TON, D.G., 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R**. 


T-30 - 


information to SA 


_I fho furnished this ' 

on March I3, 1950. (Deemed advisable) 


T-31 " I I who furnished this inforraation to the Chicago Office via 

the United States mail in January, 1946. ' ^ 


T-32 - 


who.furnished this information to SA 


in October, 


REFEEENGE: Report of SA | 

Chicago, Illinois* 


Jdated August 20, 1945 at 















FD-1Z2 

( 10 - 19 - 49 ) 


Office ^ymmixm 


TO : iiREC^ FBI 

* s&c, chica:go • ^:, 

|W SOTJBCT; EODfis-TERKEL, WA. , "STtJISw TERKEI 
W . SECURITY MATTER C ' • 


datoj -April 4, 1950 




ALL IMFORHATrON-..CONTAINED ■ ■ , ' 

. ' , HEREIN' IS '.UNCLASSIFXED ■ 

It is ^recom^S^d 

above'captiq^i''fflf9iilal,:.. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individ^l eho^^^^ be 
changed as follows: (S^eoiiy change only) 'w=^ 

, LOUIS:, mm ■ " S' : . ■ „ 


ALIASES 


“STUJS” TERm 


HA(aihite , SEX Male I mTIVE BORN X. NATURALIZED ALIEN 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY ' IM)EPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


DATE OF BIRTH , 5/WiSi 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


.V. TAB FOR comsa b: - -y-:' .I-v:' 

' .. " ' • PLACE OF BIRTl T Nfeferl^ New York 
623 W> Tilfrightwpod Aye*, .Chicago, Illinois . ^ 


3. ■ S 


BUSINESS ADDRESS. (Show naaa of ms^pyixkg ooncern and addrwa) i ^ ^ 


o>AM U U-K T ' -ch/ i : /T^/J l-C't j/ 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strate^c rf 




RFBteiam 

100-17848, 





,Vf “! 2 ^ 


s - DSitTsw loymw/h 

\ PER ^®FYc'5 







^73 f 3 





ENfiflL 


SAC, Chicago 


5“5«50 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

DATE: 06-23-2005 

LOUIS TERKEL, WAS, CLASSIFIED BY AUC 60309 TAM/MLT/’JW 
SECDRITI MATTER - C DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3 (1) 

(Chlcagos 100-17848136-23-2 03 0 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ' 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXGE 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE ^ ■ 



These attached communications concern the above-captioned subject. 


i/' I 

Bureaus I 100-196190 


9 1950 




TolBon_^ WRI. ywma 


OR 






'gl€ 

? 3 0Hi!A 













^ C0?iTA!^iE9 

y liernlTTS-UMlLiSSIFIED EXCEPt' 

, WHERE S>iOW#HEH¥i,^!SE. v 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


^Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


DATE WHEN MADE 


5/18/50 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

5/5/53 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OP CASE 


HFB:CH 


LOUIS TEHKEL, wa “Studs" Terkel 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




UBTAIIS; 


DECLASSIFIlED BY 
ON 06-21-2005 


SECUBIII MATTER - Q 

AUC 60309 TAM/MI 


LOUIS TERKEL resides 623 West Wrightwood Avenuej 
conducts television program over station INBQ - NBC, 
Chicago, on Tuesday evening. LOUIS TERKEL was bom 
5/16/12 at New Ibrk City, New York. Identification 
record of LOUIS TEKCEL, FBI number 408973A, set forth. 
"STUDS" TERKEL reportedly a member of the Musicians 
Club, Communist Party, District No. 8, in 1948. 

TERKEli was toasiniaster at PEARL HART 60th birthday 
jtestimonial dinner under the auspices of the Midwest 
Committee for the Protection of Foreign Bom, April 

AL.C ffl .CAG p, ILLINOIS - 


AT CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 




BACKGROUND 


ac Y. I C c- 


Residence 

On May 5 , 1950 1 I 

. I [ telephone Lincoln 9-1866, was telephonically 

'contacted un der suitable piretext and she advised that 
— 1 "STUDS" TERKEL presently resided ^ 623 / 

WrighWood 

^ On April 19, 1950 Special Agent F advised 

^ that he witnessed a television program entitled. 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDEQ# 


SOCIAL AGENT 
/ Charge 








...COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


'^ 5 /- Bureau ' (IOO-I96I90) ^ y 

7 . - New York t' 

^ ■ ‘^iausi 4's|i( /" 




DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


MAY 23 1350 

















Chicago File 100^-17848 


"Sttids Place" conducted by LOUIS "STUDS" TEEKEL over statio n MBQ - NBC on 
Tuesday evening, April 18, 1950 at 7:00 a.m. Special Agent | | b 

related that TEEKEL announced that his program mould be a m eekly ore sentar- b 
tion over the same net^rk at the same hour. Special Agent I I stated 

that "Studs Place" had no sponsor and that it was his belief that the 
program conducted ty TEKCEL was an NBC sustaining program. 

Citizaiship Data 

Eecords of Local Draft Board no. 9, 1525 East 53rd Street, in June, 1945* 
reflected that LOUIS TBKCEL, 6^t^est Wrightmood Avenue, was bom in New 
lork City, New York on Eecords further reflect that the 

subject's mother was ANNJS^EBKEL. 

Identification Becord 


The following is the Identification Becord of LOUIS TEhKEL, FBI number 
408973A, dated April 18, 1950. 


COHTRIBUTOE OF 
FINGEBPBINTS 

^AME AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR CHAUGE DISPOSITION 

RECEIVED 

Anoy 

LOUIS TEEKEL 

9-17-42 


ij^6373099 

Chicago, Ill. 

USGG, San Pedro, 

LOUIS TEfKEL 

peitxanent ident. 

Calif oraia 


11704547 

11-30-43 


II. ACTIVITIES MD AFFILIATIONS 

Communist Party 

(Chicago T-1, of known reliability, in April, 1950 advised that h^ros 
acquainted with "STUDS" TEEKEL, a Chicago disc jockey, and knew TEEKEL to 
be a member of the Musdnlans Club, Communist Party, District No. 8, but 
nho was in poor standing in about 1948. 











Chicago File 100-17848 




Midwest Committee for the Prdtection of Foreign Bom 


Chicago T-2, an agency engaged in the collection of secuid-ty information in 
^e Chicago area, on April 11, 1950 advised tha^yj^TUBS"' TEHKEL, radio and 
television commentator, was toastmaster at the eSMi HAKC 60th birthday 
testimonial dinner under the auspices of the Midwest Committee for the 
Protection of Foreign Bom held Saturday eveni^, April 8, 1950 at the 
Walnut Boom, Bismarck Hotel, Bandolph and LaSalle Streets, Chicago. The 
informant advised that TEBKEL paid tribute to PEARL HART'S great work .3nl 
opposition to the witch hunts that exist in this country today and stated 
further "thank God for PEARL and |)eople like her." The informant stated 
that TERKEL explained that pledge cards would be distributed for contribu¬ 
tions to aid a Pearl Hart Fund in assistiiag the foreign bom and advised 
that the money would be used to prepare and publish literature which would 
help their cause. 

Chicago T-3, of knp^^liability, on January 16, 1947 advised that he 
learned from Chairman of the ^mmunist ParHiy, District Ho. 8, 

that PEARL HAHT was. in agreement with the prineiplds of th^ Communist 
Party and so she would be treated with respect ev Bt^.JBa ^igf*she disagrees, 
however, GREEN told the informant that If should come Into the 

Communist Party she would not have that freedom,!• 


Chicago T-.4, of known reliability, on January 31> 1950 advised that PEARL 
HART was unanimously re-elected as chairman of the Midwest Committee for 
the Protection of Foreign Bom at a council meeting of that organization 
held January 23, 1950.^j^ (U) 

(^icago T-5, of known reliability, on May 27, 194^aOTised that the 
Midwest Ccanmittee for the Protection of Foreign Jfom is the midwest 
organization of the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Bom. 


The American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Bom has been designated 
as a Commmist organization by the United ^States Attorney General. 


PENDING 








Chicago File 100-17848 


AIMIHISTBATIVE PAGE 


Special Agent|_Irevieiwed the Selective Service 

record of the subject at Local Draft Board Ho. 9, 1525 East 53rd Street, 
in June, 1945^ the exact date being unknown to this office. 

The names of the Special Agents of the Heir York Office ifeo received the 
infomation furnished byl"^ |are 

unknown to the Chicago office. 
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LEAD PAPtR 


MEff YOHK QFTTTng. 




(fj 


loric City on May 16, 1912 / the birth of LOUIS TEJm 


P E N din G 



























Chicago File 100-17848 


CHICAGO T- 

CHIGAGO T- 

CHICAGO T- 

CHICAGO T- 

CHICAGO T- 

HEFEEEMCE 


IMFOMAHT PAGE 





Tirtio furnished this infomation to the 


New York Office in April, 1950. 


2: The Industrial Detail of the Chicago Police Department who 

furnished this infomation hjr a written report to the 
Chicago Office on April 11, 1950. 


•3: 

-4: 


I who furnished the infomation to Special Agent 
'. RI 


JOHN D. RIOHDAW on January 16, 1947. 
A trash cover maintained onl 


.by Special Agent | 
Ion January 31. 1950 through the OQ-operation of 


I who furnished this infomation to Special Agent 
CARL N. FHEIMAN on May 27, 1948. 


Report of Special Agent 
at Chicago, Illinois. 


_[dated April 3, 1950 















STANDAR D FORM.W g^ 64 


C6 IS/lemoTMlduM • united states government 



Director, FBI 

SAC, Hew York 

0 

LOUIS4eRKEL, wa. 
SECURITY MATTER - C • 
(Bureau file 100-196190) 


DATE: July 28, 1950 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


DATE 06-k^2-2005 BY AUC b030y 


Reference is made to the report of SA I I dated May 18, 
19$0, at Chicago, requesting that the New York Division verify the subject's 
birth. May 16, 1912, at New York City. 

A review of the reco rds of the Bureau of Vital Statistics for New 
York and Queens Counties by SE | | on J^me 15, 1950, failed 
to reflect any record of the subject. 


No record of the subject's birth could be located at the Bureau 
of Vital Statistics, Kings County, New York, as reviewed by Se| 

_on June 19, 1950. 

No record of the subject's birth could be located at the Bureau of 
Vital Statistics, Bronx County, New York, as reviewed by Se| 
on June 20, 1950. 

No record of the subject's birth'could be located at the Btireau of 
Vital Statistics, Staten Island, New York, as reviewed by SA| 

I | on July 7» 1950. 

The files of the New York Division reflected the following informa¬ 
tion which does not appear to be in the possession of the office of origin: 


On March 28, 191*9 > Confidential Informant 


furnished informa- b2 


tion which reflected that STUCS^JORKEL was a sponsor of the Cultural and 
Scientific Conference for World Peace held at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, 
March 25, 26, and 27, 19l*9, under the auspices of the National Council of 
Arts, Sciences and Professions. 


On June 22, 191*8, Confidential Informant I [ furnished a book- 

let entitled, "Policy and Program, 191*8 National Arts, Sciences and Profes- b' 
sions Council". This booklet reflected that ST^JBS^RKEL was a member-at- 
large. 

The "Wisconsin State Journal", Madison, Wisconsin daily newspaper, 
carried an article August 6, 191*5, stating that LOUIS TEHKEL had spoken at 
a program sponsored as part of the Spanish Republican Refugees Benefit held 
August 5, 19l*5, at Madison, Wisconsin. 


RECORDFn . j] 

cc: Chicago (100-1781*8) ) 

o indexeMib, 


% 


LETTER.. 

Si66 





Letter to Director 
NY 100-98566 


The above newspaper quoted the subject aq stating "our leaders 
at Potsdam have, given us the signal to wreck Franco Spain by encouraging 
resistance among the Spanish people and caring for Spanish Republican 
Refugees". i 


- 

The name "TERKLE" anoeared in a notebook belonging to 

1 1 


This information was received from a highly confidential 
b further identified in the report of SA PATRICK D. HORGAN dated 

soiarce no* 


January (27, 19lUi> at Los Angeles, entitled, "COMHITERN APPARATUS, INTERNAL 
SECURITY - R"'. 

Inasmuch as there remains no further investigation for the New 
York Division, this matter is being considered RUG. 


if 


Df- 




If r 





















FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


No. 1 

Th is case originated at CHICAGO 


FII^NO. 100-17848 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN MADE 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 8/15/50 


REPORT MATC BY 


LOUIS TE5UCEL, wa 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SEcuRiTT matter: - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS! 


DETAILS* 


Unable to verify the birth of 

LOUIS TERKEL on May l6, 19l2 ■ . 

at Mew York City, Hew York, 

■ ■. -C- . ALL INFORMATION CONTAII^IED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. ' 

At Chicago. Illinois date 06-21-2005 BY AUC, 60309' 

--r—— T.iU''l/MLT/JW ' 

A review of the records of the Bureau of Vital 
Statistics for New York, Queens, Kings, Bronx and 
Staten Island Cormties, New York# New York, failed 
to reflect ai^ reco|rd of birth of LOUIS TERKEL on 
May 16, 1912 at New York City, Hew York. 


CLOSED 







APPROVED AgV i 
FORWARA^ f£ 




SPE CIAU agent 

IN CHARGE 


iPTlNTlLE 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


^Bureau (100-196190) 




DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SfflCES 

















Chicago File 100-17848 

ADlUNISmTIVE PAGE 

SE | I revieiffed the records of the Bureau of Vital 

Statistics for New York and Queens Counties, New York on June 15, 1950. 

5E I I reviewed the records of the Bureau of Vital 

Statistics, Kings County, New York on June 19» 1950. 

SE| I reviewed the records of the Bureau of Vital 

Statistics, Bronx County, New York on June 20, 1950. 

SA I I reviewed the records of the Bureau of Vital 

Statistics, Staten Island, New York on July 7, 1950. 

__ r' 

RB2!ERENCB* Report of SA_dated 4/3/50 at Gh^go 

Report of SA _ dated 5 / 18 / 5 O atUHSago 

New York letter to Bureau dated JTily 28, 1950 





















ip-122 

(W-19-49) 


Office Mjetnofandutfi ♦ ohited states govIernment 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

\klc, CHICAGO 

LOUIS^ERIffiL, Wa. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
Bufile 100-196190 


DATE: January I 6 , 1951 


1 ^' 


ALIASES 


•. . ' ■ . . . ALL' INFORMATION: CONTAINED 

I ’ ' ' ' . ’ , , ;HEREIN IS ' unclassified' ' 

■ • ■' DATE 06-21--200S BY AUC 60309 

It is r^ommended that a Security Indeji ^: 9 (|^^^ 4 ^pared on the 
above captioned individual. 

The Security Indetx Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows; (Specif change only) 


COMMUNIST 


NATIVE BORN 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


MISCELUNEOUS (Specifjr)_ 
TAB FOR DETCOM 


DATE OF BIRTH 


IX a: >! 

INDEPENDENT SOCfAlllST LEAGUE 

—^^ ^ ^ 

. _ ■ ~i -m • ;' • —. 

m ' P 

TAB FOR COMSAS O' ; P 

-j- 33 —H-— 

PLACE OF BIRTH ! 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


BUSINESS ADDRESS.(Show naiae of eiqiLoylng concern and address) Entertainer; has 

own radio program, »Studs Place", 9;30 PM Fridsqr on ABC's radio and television sta tion 

WENR-TV, Civic Opera Building, 20 N» Wacker Drive, and is paid by ABC. Contributes 
weekly musical column to Chicago "Sun Tike's". ! 

NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) / 


l 0 b-i 78 U 8 HIWU 

„ JJ^ETED COPY 

S 9 JAi 2 6 IMeR F.0.lvP.A.4Eay£Sr' 






JAN 18, 







STANOARO FORM NO. 64 


Office Mefncrandum 


/ FD-122 
‘i,(i-2-5I) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO . : DIRECTOR, FBI - 

^ROM : aiG, CHICAGO 

’^JECT: LOUiF^ERIOSL, wa 

SECmi'T! MATTER - C 
(601116 100-196190) 


DATE: ITj l-?5l 


'ALL.. iriFORMATlOM CONTAIljlED ■' 
HEREIN vlC unclas sified,! " 

• DATE 06-'21-2 0 05 [;6Q3 1 

TAM/MLT/ JW • " V' 


It Is 


reccgnmendsd that a Security Index Card be prepared, on the 


aboveleaptioiied individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows j (Specify change only) 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


COUMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTI 


MISCELLANEODS (Specify) __ 

TAB FOR DETCOM X TAB FOR COMSAB S 


INDEPENDENT SOCIft'IlIST LEAGUE 


RACE' ^ 


DATE OF BIRTH 


PLACE OF BIRTH - 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of eii?)loylng concem~.and address) 


NATURE OF INDUSTffi OR BUSINESS i!(Specif3r from Vital Facility Ust) 


RESIDENCE AIBRESS 








STANDWWJ FORM NO. 04 


TO i : DKECTOH, FBI ( 100 - 196190 ) 

FROM : SAC, CHICAGb .(10Prl7848) 

SUBJECT:' LOUIS^ERKEL, ; 

SEGURITI.'MATTER'-C '.;. 


UNITED STAT^C^dvERNMEK^^ 


DATE:,-January' 5y.,i952‘ .y: 




ALL,'INFORmAt-I-QW CONTXifiSJD ■ . ■ 
, y- ■ '/ '.V HEREIl'J. IS .ilWCLXSS.lFl-ED 

It. reccmnnended that a Seciffity Iiwiex Cardi5*T^e^iSr^l<i3Siifi4. by auc 603 09 
above-cap'tiohed. individual*' .' .: tai»i/ML.t/JW | ' . ' 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should, be 
changed;as follows: (Specify change only) i 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BOHN. 


NATURALIZED 


CCMflJNIST 


SOCIALIST. WORKERS PARTI 


ALIEN 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST; LEAGUE 


MISCELUPpUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


DATE OF BIPH 


TAB FOR C0M5AB 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSBIESS ADDPSS (Show name of en^jloying concern and address ):".: 


NATURE OF INDUSTHT OR HJSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDP6S 




,545 West Aldine Ave. 
Chicago. Illinois 







DELETED .COPY : 

BY LET'TES V.. \ . 

PER F.01i.P.A. REGUES^ ^ 


® Am. 






nsTjesTAt 











STAMDARD FORSJ NO. 64 


Memmndum 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI 


DATE: 4/8/53 


SAC, Los Angeles (100-44839) 




SUBJECT: 


LOUIS TERKEL^ wa. Studs Terkel 

SM - C 



ReBulet dated I/18/52, captioned, "Coismunist P^ty, USA, 
District 13^ Los Angeles Division, IS - C«’I 


OVJM ^IHSON, a former Radio Program Director, testified : 
tefore a public session of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
(HCUA) at Los Angeles, _Ca lifor nia.>^Qn 10/2/52o VIHS0N*s testimony 
revealed that he became a COTmunist Party member in Chicago 
in 1943* He remained a member in' Chicago uht^^ at whixh time he 

moved to Los Angeles. In the fall of I945, he vas assigned to a radic^ 
group in Hollyi'70od and was active in this group until he defected :m' ^ 
the latter part of 194? or the early part of 1948. During the courW 
of his testimony, VIHSOH identified twenty-seven individuals as^kviilg 
been active in the Communist movement, basing his identification on 
either attending meetings with the individual or collecting dues from 
the individuals n^ed. VIHSON testified that LOUIS TERKEL asked him 
to join the Communist Party in Chicago. YIISOH described TERKEL as an 
Actor-writer and Disc Jockey. In his testimony, VINSON also stated 
that based on his conversation with TERKEL in 194?^ it is his belief 
that TERKEL is now out of the Party. This information is maintained 
in Los Angeles Pile 62-1664-1B10-2, Pages 65-and 68. 

The following is quoted from referenced Bureau letter so 
that the Chicago Office will be apprised of the Bureau*s instructions 
with regard to individuals named in VINSON testimony; 

. o advise the Bureau of each case in which 
an individual identified has been the subject of an 
investigation by your office* The status of each 
investigation, as well as the status of the particular 
subject In the Security Index diould be indicateda” 

”If an individual is identified before the "hCUA as 
having been active in the Communist movement, but has 
not been the subject of an investigation by your 
office, you should review your Indices and initiate 
those investigations which are warranted.” 


WOD/bal 

Reg. 















LA 100-44839 


"In addition, in those instances where an investiga¬ 
tion has been conducted, but a Security Index card 
has not been recommended, you should thoroughly . 
review each case and ascertain whether a Security' 
Index card is warranted for any of the subjects* 
in the event that you do not consider this action ; 
appropriate, you are instructed to submit your 
recommendation for an interview with each of these', 
persons in accordance with the provisions of No 
Number, SAC Letter dated 6 / 11 / 5 I. 

" . . . . the appropriate office now bovering the 
residence of the subject should be advised of the 
nature of the testimony and the Bureau’s instruc¬ 
tions." / 


Files of the Los Angeles Office reflect only the followir^ 
information identifiable with the subject, which is contained in 
undocxmiented reports also received by the Chicago Office: 

"LOUIS, ’Studs’, TERKEL, is identified as a 
communist in the reports of SA JEREMIAH J. HURLEY ' 
dated 11/3/47, a:nd in the report of SA E. BRUCE ■ 
RYDER dated 12/l6/47, at Los Angeles, which reports; 
are captioned, "Communist Infiltration into the 
Radio Industry, IS -Co" 

"STU DS" TERKEL is ment ioned on Pages l47, l49, and l84 in,the 
report of SA "[ dated I/18/49, at New York entitled!, 

"Pro^essive Party,’ IS - C" as a member of the Organizing Committee 
of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions> which 
met on .l/l6-17/48. 

Inasmuch as the subject is apparently a resident of Chicago, 
this case is being considered RUC to the Chicago Officeo. 










i| 







i 




I 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memo^dum 


\ j 

UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-196190) 


FROM : .SAG, CHICAGO (100-17848) 


SUBJECT: 


: ^ ' 

;*^TERKEL, was. 
.SECHRITY MATTER C 


DATE: June 5» 1953 


ALL INFORMATION. CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 06-21-2005..BY AUC 60309 


w 


Re Los Angeles letter to Director 8, 1953. 

Rebulet dated January l8, 1952 ceptioned ''COMMUNIST 
PARTY, USA, DISTRICT 13, LOS ANGELES DIVISION, IS - G". 


In refereneedyLos Angeles letter. Information was set 
out that OWEI^^INSON, while testifying before a public 
session of House Committee on Un-American Activities 
at Los Angeles, Califomiao on October 2, 1952, Identified 
the subject as having been active in the Communist 
movement in Chicago, Illinois. 


According to Instructions in referenced letters^ the 
office of origin is to furnish the status of. each case 
on any individual identified by VINSON, 

0 

The subject is included on the Security index in the 
Chicago Office, and is tabbed both for Deteom and 
Gomsab. Instant case is presently in a pending status 
and is in line for a summary report. 


' J 


KWKtJMB 

















STANIWUtD FORM NO. 64 j 


Fp>122, 

(.1^2-61) 


ce l^^WOfcinduw • united sta^s government 


^ ! DIRECTOR^ FBI (10CW.96190) 

'ROM : SAG, CHICAGO (100417848) . 


SUBJECT: 10023 TEREEI., na., 

/ ^ , SSCORITI MATTER 4 C 



DATB: GotQter % 1953 

f- ' ■' - 

Al'L -rNFORMAT-ION . COWTi^INED’ . _ 
HEREINViS 'UWCLASSIE-lEtD V - 'V' 

DA-Te; BY Au[: 603 09 

TAM/MLT7 Jjl. ■' i 


It is reccwunended that a Sectirity Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual, I 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) { 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS .PARTY 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST 1USAQUE 


DATE OF BIRTH 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRE^ (Show name of en^jloying concern and address) __ 

Add} T^ Shoir on Sat« called mrahouse T-4r, ABC -> 20 Iforth looker Drive 

Chicago^ Illinois j 

NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR: BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility list) i • 



RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


K^Kteau 


RSaiSTERD MAIL 



BiRfUa (I'?"’' 

V LETTETe. ■‘ '. J 

ER F.O.I.P.A. f RGfJRSEi 





ForiiiK'o,^ 


-A • 


rCDERKjBUREAU OF INVESlwAtlON 




/; This Case Originated at CHICAGO 


SECURITY INFORMATION -<4 


REPORT MADE AT 


CHICAGO 


Date when made period for 

WHICH MADE 

19/7/« 1427 , 28 , 31 ; 

12/7/53 


REPORT MADE BY 


\ /) '■ 

LOUIS TERKEL, wa ' 

: i i ^ ' _ a. 


wa ”Studs^^"Terkel 


m. ; i 0 / 5>' __ 

y * 0 , 16 - ^^MARACTER of case 

19/53 . 


:PEH/a3. 


SECURITY HATTER - 


SYNOPSIS: 


SUMMARY REPORT 


PHIL BART, former Secretary of District #8, Communist Political As¬ 
sociation, told informant in 1945, that “STUDS" TERKEL was one of 
several very Influential persons in Chicago who could not help the 
CPA.very much beeaus.e they did not want it known that they were CPA 
members. Informants advised TIRKEL was master of ceremonies of Com¬ 
munist Party meeting in 1947, former member of Musicians Club of 
Communist Party, Chicago, in 1940's, 8ut in poor standing in 1946. 
OWEN VINCENT stated before House Gomraittee on Un-American Activities, 
Los Angeles, Calif., on 10/2/52 that TERKEL recruited him ihto the CP 
TERKEL was active in the following CP front groups as a member, raaste: 
of ceremonies, or entertainer: Abraham Lincoln School, 1944, 1945, 
1947; American Youth for Democracy, 1945, 1948, 1947^ Civil,Rights 
Congress, 1948, 194®, 1949; Independent voters of llainois, 1944, 
1945 , 1948 , 1947; International Workers Order, 1948, 1949; Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, 1945, 1948; Midwest Committee for 
Protection of Foreign Born, 1948, 1950; Chicago Council of American 
Soviet Friendship, 1945; Chicago Coimcil of Arts, sciences, and Pro¬ 
fessions, 1948, 1948 , 1949 , 1950 , 195l> 1952 , 1953; Progressive Citi¬ 
zens of America, 1946, 1947, 1948; Progressive Party of Illinois, 
1948 , 1949 , 1951 , 1952 . Informants advised TERKEL active in affairs 
of "Chicago Star", 1948, and Modern Book Store, 1948» Informants 

t^o U^SR Inform^on^ulletin, 1947.,''j. ,Lf 
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Birth: 


I. BACKGROUND 


The r‘ecords of T-l» a reliable and confidential source, 
reflected in 1945 that LOUIS TERKEL was born Slay 16, a912, at 
New York City. "" ! . 

A review of the records of the Bureau of Vital Statis- 

tles for New York ^ d Queens County, New York, as caubed by SE 

I on June 15, 1950, failed to'reflect any record 
of the birth of TERKEL. ' 

i 

. A. review of the records of the Bu reau of Vital Statl sfeies 
for Kings County, New York, as caused by SE I I on 

June 19, 1950, failed to reflect any record of the birth of TEfiKEL. 

1 

A review of the records of the Bu reau of Vital Statis tics' 
for Bronx Gounty, New York, as caused by SE l 1 on 

■June 20, 1950, failed to reflect any record of the birth of TERKEL. 

A review of the records of the Bur eau f Vital Statis tics 

fpr Staten Island, New York, as caused by SE__on 

July 7, 1950, failed to reflect any record of the birth of TERKEL. 

Present Employment; 

T-2, of known reliability, advised on 0ctobe',r 5, 1953,. 
that TERKEL is presently a Disc^Jockey on a radio show', on Radib- 
Station WENR, ABC, 20 Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois.’ The in¬ 
formant further advised that TERKEL has a Saturday tel;evision 
show entitled ^Warehouse TV” on the same station.^ \ 

Former Employment; !■ ' ' 

T-3, of known reliability, advised in June, 1945, that 
TERKEL was then employed as a news commentator over Chicago Radio 
Station ¥ENR and was a weekly commentator for the independent 
Voters of Illinois, Incorporated. .1 

_ m-Ji ■ of known reliability, advised in 1948 thatl _ I 

I I hads. stated tnat approximacexy x-en 

per cent of the members of the indepen^ntyVoters of Illinois were 
Communistso - • ■ 


-'2 .- ; 
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The informant also advised that the Communiist 
Political Association was making efforts to gain control 
of the Independent! Voters of Illinois. 

■ \ 

The Commtonist Political Association has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United Stktes, 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. ' 

■ i 

The May 6, 1946, a0.dition of the "Chicago Sun", 
a former Chicago daily newspaper, now called the "Sun 
Times", contained an article which stated that "Studs" 

TERKEL was a Disc-Jockey on "Wax Museum" over Radio 
Station WBNR at 10:00 on Sunday evenings. 

The Septerriber 11 , 1943, issue of the "Illindis 
Standard" Page 5, Column 1 , 2 , and 3 , contain,an article 
which stated that "Studs" TERKEL was then employed a|s a 
Disc-Jockey and radio commentator over Chicago Radio: 

Station WJJD. 

It is to be noted that T-5, of known reliability, has 
advised that the "Illinois Standard" was the successor 
to the "Chicago Star” and commenced publication September 
11, 1943, and ceased publication January 29, 1949. Accord¬ 
ing to the informant, the "Illinois Standard" was dominated 
and controlled by the Communist Party,, its education! policies 
were dictated by the Communist Party and followed the Communist 
Party line. . 

The June 26, 1950, issue of "Sun Times", contained an 
article which stated that "Studs" TERKEL had a,radio:show 
"Terkel's Time." over NBC in Chicago. ' i 

. • i ■- 

The February 17, 1951, issue of the "Chicago|Daily 
News", a Chicago dally newspaper, contained an article which 
stated that "Studs" TERKEL had a radio show on WENR Televibion 
called "Studs Place". : • 

■ ( 

Residence; 

'■ I ■.. V 1 

T-6, of known reliability, advised on 0ctober| 5, 1953, 
that TERKEL resided at 545 VJest Aldine Street, Chicago, at 
that time. \ 

















i 
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Former Residence ; 

Accordirig. to T-1, supra,, in 1945, TERKEL hajd 
the following former residences with no dates indicated: 

623 West Wrightwood, Chicago. i 

825b East 52nd Street. 

T-7, of known reliability, advised on. May 5] 1950, 
that,as of that date, TERKEL resided at 623 West Wrightwood. 

T-8, of, known reliability, advised' on June 2, 1951, 
that as of that date, TERKEL resided at 623 VIest Wrlghtwobd. 

T-9, of known reliability, advised bn January 4, 1952, 
that as of that date, TERKEL resided at 545 West Ald;ine. 

Education : 

According to T-1, supra, in 1945, TERKEL was| enrolled 
two years at Crane Junior College, Chicago, takilng a'general 
course. T-1 further advised that TERKEL took one yekr of pre- 
' legal work at the Uhiversity of Chicago and three years at 
the University of Chicago Law School. 

Marital Status ; 1 ,• 

_ Aocoi^ ing to T-1, supra, in 1945, TERKEL married 

|on July 2, 1939, at Highland Park, Illinois. 

--- ^ 

Mi lit ary Re eo rd ; 

T-1, supra, advised in 1945, that TERKEL was 'in the 
United States Army from September 17, 1942, until August 23, 
1943 , being stationed at Greenborough, North Carolina, in the 
Array Air Force Technical Training Command. According: to the 
informant, TERKEL received an honorable discharge because of 
his age. , , 

Criminal Record , 

Records of the Bureau of Records and Communications., 
Chicago Police Depar tment, were reviewe d on October t ', 1953, 


at the request of SE[ 


and did not reflect 


any information identifiable with TERKEL.C 


- 4 - 
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Identification-Hecord : 

The following is the Identification Record ,for 
LOUIS TERKEL, FBI Number i|.08973A, dated April 18, 1950: 


CONTRIBUTOR 

NAI-IE 

ARRESTED 

OF 

AND 

OR : 

FINGERPRINTS 

NUMBER ■ 

RECEIVED 

Army 

LOUIS TERKEL 

9/17/4^ 

#36373099 

Chicago, 

.Illinois 


USCG San Pedro, 

LOUIS TERKEL 

Permanent 

California 

#- 

Ident ; 

' . 

11704547 

11/30/43 



Relatives: 


According to T-1, supra, in 1945* the following, 
are the relatives of TBRKBL; 


METIER TERICEL, 500'West l88th Street, New Yor^, City, 
New York, brother, (1945). 


ANNIE TSRKEL, 1217 North Washtenaw Avenue, m'other - 

4945 ). ; , ■ 

II, OONHECTIONSWITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND THE COMMUNIST 

. POLITICAL .ASSOCIATION ■_ i . • 


The Communist Party and Communist Political Association 
have been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

Activity : ' i i 

T-10, Of Known Reliability , ' 

- - ' ' —“ — ' “\ ^ i 

, I 

The informant advised on April 24 j 1945> PHIL 

BART, Secretary of District Number 8, Gonud^ist Political 
Association at that time, had told him recfn^^ that there 
were some very influential people in Chicago who are unable 
to help them very much because they did not want it known 
thdt they were members of the Communist Political Association. 

BART further advised the informant that' one of these persons 
was "STUDS" TERKEL. 
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T-ll» Of Known Reliability 

The informant a'dvised on May 7, 19l|7, that; at a ■ 
meeting of the South Shore Communist Club at 8OOI South 
Ridgeland Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, on May 6, 19^17, 
tickets were sold for a party being sponsored by the!South 
Shore Club, This party was to be held on May £4, 19A.7, at 
Guch's Hall, 323h East 92nd Street. According to the 
informant, instructions were given that "STUDS'' TERKEL would 
be the master of ceremonies but that the members were advised 
that they should not advertise it, ^ 

T-12, Of Known Reliability 1 

The informant advised in April, 1950, that ;''STUDS'' 
TEREffiL was a former member of the Musicians Club of the 
Communist Party, District Number Eight, The informant advised 
that TERKEL was in poor standing in’1948, 1 

T-13» Of Known Reliability 

I 

The informant advised in March, 1950, that '"STUDS" 
TERKEL spoke at a party of the Yoimg Progressives of America . 
held at the phyliss Wheatley House, Minneap olis, Minnesota, on 
March 4^ 1950. According to the informant. ! ~| 

known by the Informant to be a member of the Student Section of 
the Coram'unist Party, University of Minnesota-campus., advised 
the .informant that TERKEL had been a member of the .Communist ^ 
Party for a number of years. 

Article In The "Chicago Tribune" ' 1 

The October 4 , 1952, issue of the "Chicago Tribune", 
a dally Chicago newspaper, contained an article which 1 stated 
that OWEN VINCENT stated before the House Committee oh Un~ 
American Activities in Los Angeles, California, on October-2, 
1952, that TERKEL' recruited him into the Communist Party, 

Article In The '"Chicago Herald American" i 

The October 4 » 1952, .issue of the "Chl'cago Herald 
American", a Chicago daily newspaper, contained an article 


















CG 100-178I).8 ' ■ 

' * • i 

entitled ’’TERKEL Rebuffs Red Querries”. Aecording to 
this article, TERKEL was asked to answer yes or. no as 
to vjhether he has been or is a member of the Communist 
Party. According to the article, TERKEL refused toj 
confirm or deny that he is or was a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party. The article further stated that TERKEL 
said, ”I don't want to answer that and I have my consti¬ 
tutional rights". i 

Current Informant Contacts; 


T-5. shpra, T-11. supra, T-lii, T-lg, T-l6. T'-17 . ‘ 
T-18. All of Known Reliability And Who Are Generally;Eamlliar 
With Communist Party Activities in the Chicago Area ; 


T-5, supra, T-11, supra, T-lIi-, T-15, T-l6, T^17, and 
T-18, advlsed'on July 27. July 28, July 28, July 28,;July 31, 
Avigust and August respectfully, that they did hot have 
any current information regarding any Communist Part;^ activ¬ 
ity on the part of TERKEL. ' , 


III. MISCELLAHEOUS 


Abraham Lincoln School ; 

The Abraham Lincoln School has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United "States, pursuant tb 
Executive Order 10450« " ‘ 


T-19, OP Known Reliability , '• 

The informant advised on October 22, 19iii|-, that . 
"Studs" TERKEL was scheduled to speak at the Abraham Lincoln 
School.on the above date. , , 

The above-informant advised on December 30, ' 

that "Studs" TERKEL would be one of the speakers on the 
Abraham Lincoln School's next symposium. The Informant could 
not advise as to the' date of the symposium. \ i 


- 7 - 
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I \ 

T-20. Of Knovm Reliability 

The informant made available a folder on Sfepteraber 
11, 1950 » listing courses of the Abraham Lincoln Schbol, 30 
West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois, for June,j 1945- Ac¬ 
cording to the folder, "STUDS” TERKEL was listed as pne of the 
instructors of "San Francisco and After". 

T-21. Of Known Reliability : 

The informant advised on May 13, 1945, that "STUDS" 
TERKEL took part in a panel discussion at the Abrahain Lincoln 
School on instant date. According to the informant,; TERKEL, 
in addition to the panel discussion, taught a class at the 
Abraham Lincoln School on the above date. ■ 

■ . The informant advised on April 17 , 1945, that "STUDS" 
TERKEL was scheduled to be a speaker on a panel discussion held 
on May 6, 1945. According to the Informant, this, panel dis¬ 
cussion was to revolve around the San Francisco conferences 

T-22. Of Known Reliability i 

" ' ■ ... s. ^ 

The Informant advised on May 6, 1945, that; on 
instant date "STUDS" TERKEL had actUdnas moderator at a 
meeting of the Extension Department of the Abraham Lincoln 
School, held in the Ida B. Wells Conimunity Center for the 
purpose of discussing the "Negro Citlsen Looks At The ^ 

San Francisco Conference". i . ■ 

_ The Informant advised on June 28 _iq4«^. that I 

I whom, the informant advised was the|_^_J 

of the Abraham Lincoln School, had told him that hehhad made 
arra.ngeraents for "STUDS" TERKEL to make a speech, at the High¬ 
land Park American Legion on instant date. i 

T- 23 . Of Known Reliability 

This Infbrmeint advised on April 22, 194?, 'that he 
had learned from WALTER NEFF, Director of the Abraham Lincoln 
School, that "STUDS" TERKEL was to make a collection speech 
at the Paul Robeson Rally, sponsored by the Abraham Lincoln 
School on-April 27 , 1947, at the Civrc-'Op.era House in C hi cago, 
Illinois. --—T 
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It is to be noted that the July 15, 194-9, aftdition 
of the "Washington Times Herald", a Washington, Dt'C,, 
newspaper, carried an article entitled, "Probers Told Robeson 
is Veteran Red". This article reflects that MANNING JOHNSON, 
an ex-Communist Party leader, told Congress on July’14-, 1949, 
that PAUL ROBESON had been a member of the Communist Party 
for many years and that he had, met ROBESON frequently at the 
Communist Party headquarters in New York City, New York. 

T-24.. Of Known Reliability i , ■ 

The informant advised ini 194-7, that in April 24-, 1947i 
a salute to PAUL ROBESON was sponsored by the Abraham Lincoln 
School, 180 West Washington Street, at the Givi® Opera House, 
Chicago. According to the informant, "Studs" TERKEL was the 
narrator at the above function. The informant further advised 
that the purpose of the meeting was <{'l^ to praise ROBESON for 
his efforts as a liberal (2) to advertise the Abraham Lincoln 
School and procure funds. The informant further advised that 
TERKEL stated during the narration that, "PAUL ROBESON is a 
product of all the people fighting for freedom, for justice 
for all". 

American Youth For Democracy 

The American Youth For Democracy has been cited by 
the Attorney General of the United States, pursuant to Executive 

Order 104-50. ; 

A’ 

T-25, Of Known Reliability 

The informant advised on August 29, 194-5, that he 
learned that the officials of the American Youth For Democracy 
were going to try to get "Studs" TERKEL as master of-ceremonies 
for the second anniversary dance of the American YouthR>r 
Democracy, to be held later in 194-5• 

T-26, Of Known Reliability 

The informant advised on April 24-, 194-6, "Studs" 

TERKEL was scheduled to be the Chairman of the first part of 
a program at the American Youth For Democracy banquet, scheduled 
for May 4-# 194-6, at the Morrison Hotel in Chicago. 
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Of Known Reliabllitj 


-The Informant advised on April 26, 1946, that '*STUDS" 
TERKEL was a sponsor of the salnte to World Youth Ban<^uet 
Committee. According to the informant, this, committee was to 
arrange a banquet to show adults' appreciation in support of 
organized world youth and the need for cooperation between 
the youth and adults, and was sponsored by the American Youth 
For Democracy. | 

I " ■ 

T-28. of Known Reliability 

The Informant furnished on October 22, 1946, a circular 
which was sent to American Youth for Democracy members which 
stated that the AYD was sponsoring their own radio broadcast 
on November 6, 1946. This circular pointed,out that *'STODS” 
lERKEL, famous radio commentator, would conduct the p^gram. 

The Informant advised on Kay 5, 194? that "STUDS'! 

TERKEL appeared on a program held at the MembersJilp Meeting.of ■ 
the AYD at the DuSab.le Community Center, 62 West 49th:' Street, 
Chicago, Ill inois, on April 21. 1947. The Infom ant further 
advised that l _ , _ I 

Chicago, spoke and stressed the fact that the purpose.of the 
meeting was to Inform the people that the AYD was not; an un- 
AmerlQ 2 n_miith organization. ■'Die informant further advised 
that l l atated she was a member of the Comra.tmlst Party aiid 

that-.she ivas not ashamed of this fact, 

"Chicago Star" , 

T-5, supra, has advised the "Chicago Star" iwas a 
weekly newspaper, dominated.and controlled by the Communist 
Party. AoootrYLlng to the Informant, It commenced publiicatlon 
on July 4, 1946, and ceased publication on September 4, i948.' 

T-29. Of Known Reliability ’ 

The informant advised on March 22, 1946-, that he had 
learned from GIL GREEK, who was the chairman of' the Communist 
Party, District Number Eight, at that time, that the iservloes 
of "STUDS" TERKEL should be. utillred In the fund-raising drive 
for the publication of -the "Chicago Star". 

It is to be .noted that GIL GREEN has^^en cjonvloted 
of a violation of the. Smith Act, 1940, and ls^4resent?ly a 
fugitive. ' U . 


- in - 
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The September 21, 1946, issue of the "Chloe^o Star", 

Pages 8 and 9, center-column, carries a poem entitled', "Home 
of the Brave", written by "STUDS" TERKEL, popular•radio 
commentator. Tils poem described the brutal beating! given 
LUCIAN HOPKINS, a Negro veteran, by deputies of the Sheriff-'s 
Office, Madison Cotuity, Alton City, Illinois. 'Accord'lng to., 
the article, this poem further reflects the discrimination and 
the hate against the Negroes and calls for an end to the dis¬ 
crimination which TERKEL states will never end until the weed 
of race hats is tiprooted. 

The June 8 , 1946, Issue of the "Chicago Star, carried 
an article reflecting that "STUDS" TERKEL, tbp-flight:.radio star, 
was to be a master of ceremonies at the Star Klub party,^June 29, 
1946, at the -Hamilton Hotel, 20 South Dearborn Avenue,. This ar¬ 
ticle further refleqted that the Star Klub, Chicago's]own anti¬ 
fascist night spot, should be open only to "Chicago Star'.' 25 
pointers, said points being attained by selling subscriptions 
to the "Chicago Star". ; 

; ' V ' 

The July 3, 1948,-issue of the "Chicago Star", Page 3 , 
column 1, carried an article captione.d, "Will See You.at the- 
Star Picnic" , which reflected that, radioman "STODS" TER^L was 
scheduled to be master of ceremonies at the "Chicago Star" picnic 
to bo held at Justice Park Grove, Justice, Illinois,'Oil.July 4, 1948. 

Civil Rlgh-fcs Congress ! 

The Civil Rights Congress has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 

T-5. supra ■ |.. 

The informant advised on February 26, 1946, that "STUDS" 
TERKEL was master of ceremonies.at the Festival For Freedom sponsored 
by the Civil Rights Congress, which was held at the Civic Opera House 
on Sunday, February 24, 1946. According to the inforiaant, this 
festival was In order to abolish the poll tax. | 

T- 30 , An.,Agehcj...WhiQh..Collects..Security ! 

Information'In Ths^Chlcago Area _ 


This Informant advised on January 3 , 1950* 'that "STUDS" 
TERKEL, radio commentator, was the master o,f ceremonies at a concert 
sponsored by the CRC at the 8th Street Theater., on February 12, 1948. 

' - ' ' ^ ! 

The informant advised on November 10,_195^, ithat 
TERKEL was a sponsor of a CRC conference "to e^ Jlm-Crowism 
on October 15, 1949. The informant advised that^./ 
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the above meeting was held at the Central IMGA, Chicago. 
^ Illinois Standard” Article; ; 

The November 6, 1948» issue of the'ttl lino is Standard", 
Page 7, columns 4 and 5, carried an article entitled, "What’s 
Doing", which reflects that "Studs" TERKEL, radio commentator, 
was scheduled to be the master of ceremonies at the Fun and 
Frolic party, sponsored by the 44'th Ward Club of the' CRC to 
be held November 6, 1948> c-t 2817 Cambridge Street* ; 

It is to be noted that T-5^ supra, has advised that 
the "Illinois Standard" was a successor to the '^Chicago Star" 
and commenced publication on September 11, 1948-» and, ceased'^ ■ 
publication January 29, 1949. According to the informant, 
the "Illinois Standard" was dominated and controlled'by the 
Communist Party. Its educational policies were dictated by 
the Communist Party and followed the Communist Party; lines. , 

T-31, Of Known Beliability 

The informant on October 13, 1949, furnished]a 
flyer concerning the Civil Rights ConfeBaoeto end J|&-Crowi 
Housing in Chicago, being held October 15, 1949, at the YMCA 
cafeteria, 19 South LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois.'" The 
purpose of this meeting,was to plan a campaign against, re¬ 
strictive housing ordinances for non-segregated housing in 
Chicago. The flyer further reflects that "Studs" TERKEL 
was cooperating with the Civil Rights Congress and was listed 
among the co-sponsors of this meeting. ' 

Tr-lka. supra i 

The informant advised on March 20, 1951, that he 
believed that "Studs" TERKEL had been a member of the Civil 
Rights Congress in the past. The informant could furnish no . 
further information in this regard. 


Independent Voters of Illinois (IVI) ; 

__T-it . snnra. advised during 1948, tha-t|_' 

__Pomitiunist Political. Association, ' ■ 

District Number 8, in 1945, stated that approximately 10 per 
cent of the members of the IVI were Communists. This informant 
also advised that the Communist Political Association was 
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making efforts at this time, to gain control of the IVI. 

Of Known Reliability 

The informant furnished a pamphlet on Jxme '28, 

1949 , entitled, "IVI For Political Action Among Independent 
Voters'*', which reflected that "STUDS" TERKEL conducted a 
radio program sponsored by the IVI over Station WCFL in 
1944 and 1945» This pamphlet further reflected that "STUDS'* 
TERKEL gave voice to the aims and objectives of the IVI, 

The pamphlet stated that LOUIS "STUDS" TERKEL, radio commenta¬ 
tor, was a governing member of the Independent Voters of 
■Illinois. 


On June 28 , 1949» the informant furnished a ,post card 
dated October 19, 1946, announcing 9 radio broadcasts, mainly sponsoraS 
by the IVI under the' direction of "STUDS" TERKEL, on radio station 
WMAQ, The informant further advised that "STUDS" TERKEL 
would do the commentary and the interviewing of various 'people 
who appeared on this program, in the .latter part of October and 
the beginning of November, 1946. . ; 

T-'^'^. Of Knovm Reliability ■ 

This informant advised on September 13, 1945, that he 
had learned from PHIL BART, Secretary, District Nvimber;Eight, 

Communist Political Association, that BART had informed GIL GREEN, 
Chairman, District Number Eight, Communist Political Association 
at that time, that "STUDS" TERKEL had done commendable.work in 
the IVI Association. BART further advised the informant that the 
IVI was engaging more and more in community organizations, 

T-11. supra 

i ' . i 

The informant furnished an announcement of the second 
pul^lic fortim of the Seventh 'Ward of the IVI, held at the O'Keefe 
Public School, 770 th Street and Clyde Avenue, on October 17, 

1945 , This announcement which was furnished,on October 25> 

1945) reflected the name of "ST'UDS" TERKEL, radio commentator 
who was listed among the speakers for the forum. 

T-24, supra , j 

The Informant on November I 6 , 1945) furnished!an 
article distributed at the IVI meeting, held at the Hyde Park 
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High School, Chicago, Illinois, on November lb, 1945> which 
dealt with the Atomic Bomb, This article entitled, "A Bomb 
Pell on Chicago", was a copy of a radio broadcast 'directed 
by "Studs" TERKEL for the IVI on Friday, September 12, 1945 j 
on Radio /Station WCPL. 


T-34, Of Known Reliability 


that he 
of 


The informant advised on April 26. 19k6. 
learned from 

the American xout;n.i‘'or Democracy, tnat "Studs" twr krt. ' wa.q 
going to be at the IVI meeting at Summer's Hall, oh April 
29, 1948. 


b6 

b7C 


"Chicago Star" Article: . ' 

The April 26, 1947^ issue of the "Chicago Star", ^ 

Page 3» columrEh and carried an article "IVI Leaders ' 

Hit Vote Coup", which reflected that un-Democratlc[ procedures 
of a small click in the top leadership of the IVI in Illinois, 
were scored following an election of Directors, which was 
described as a "Coup”. The article further .stated that "Studs” 
TERKEL, former Director, resigned from the organization,"charging 
irregularities in the election procedure. It goes;on to state 
that Ward organizations of the IVI were incensed oVer the■ 
election which ousted 7 Directors who were considered leftists. 


International Workers Order (IWO ) ^ ' 

The International Workers Order has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States, pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. i 

i. 

T-35. Of Known Reliability 

The, informant advised on May I 6 , 1946, that LOUISE 
THOMPSON, Executive Secretary of the DuSable Lodge,; Interna¬ 
tional Workers Order, stated that "Studs” TERKEL would be 
master of ceremonies at the Council meeting to be held at 
the Clark Parkway Communist Center on May 24 , 1946.; 

T-5, supra ■ ; 

. . i ■ 

The informant furnished on November 11, 1946, a 
pamphlet which reflected that "Studs” TERKEL was a isponsor 
of the DuSable Community Center, Chicago, which organization 
was sponsored by the DuSable Lodge of the IWO. I 
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On May 5r 1949, the iformant advised that thk 
DuSable Community Center, Chicago, Illinois, was a corpora¬ 
tion whose share-holders are compriSM of Trade Unions and 
Left ¥ing organizations in the Chicago area. The informant 
further advised that the Communist Party actually controls 
the DuSahle Community Center. , i 

T-^6. Of Known Reliability i 


The informant furnished on January 28, 1949, ia 
printed invitation ^ the Farewell Testimonial Dinner for 
LOUISE THOMPSON PATTERSON, on Saturday, February 6, 19^9, 
at the DuSable Community Center Ballroom, 49^8 South Wabash 
Avenue, The invitation also sets out that "STUDS" TERKEL, 
radio commentator, would be among the scheduled speakers. 

It is to be noted that LOUISE THOMPSON PATTERSON was 
the wife of WILLIAM PATTERSON, former Vice Chairman of the 
Communist Party, District Number Eight, and later was appointed 
Chairman of the Civil Rights Congress, whose headquarters are in' 
New York City. • 

Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee (JAFRC) 

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States pur¬ 
suant to Executive Order 10450, ! 

T-^7. Of IQiown Reliability i 

_ The informant advised in February, 1945, thatf 

I JAFRC, had told him tpl 

there was going to be a party given by the New West Side! 
Committee on May 10, 1945, and that "STUDS" TERKEL was going 
to speak there. i . 

T he informant advised on August 8, 1945, that he had / 
learned from! of the JAFRC that LOUIS "STUDS" jTERKEL/ 

radio writer and actor, had been the master of ceremonies at a 
program sponsored by the JAFRC, held at the First Congregational 
Church, Madi son. Wiscons in, on August 6, 1945. The informant 
advised thatlstated that TERKEL declared, "The war in 
Europe is not over as long as there is a bridgehead of Fascism 
from Madrid to Buenos A ites to Madison, Wisconsin". Informant 
stated that l ~| further advised that TERKEL stated, "We 

must take o\ar cue from the Pottsdam Conference which the'big 
three declared they will not recognize Franco, Spain, but only 
a people’s Spain". The informant further advised that he 


- 1 - 5 -^ 
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I 

learned from_ that TERKEL asked the audience tojcontri— ' 

bute,funds to.aid the thousands of Spanish refugees waiting 
to. return to Spain to oust FRANCO for a Democratic regime. 

The informant further advised on December 6 , 19l4.5» 
that "STUDS'* TERKEL was scheduled to make the collection 
speech at the banquet honoring Dr. EDWARD K. BARSKY,'National 
Director of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee; which 
was held December. 8 , 1945» Congress Hotel. ' J 

T- 38 , Of Known Reliability j 

The inform.ant advised in 19it.5> that "STUDS'I TERKEL 
was scheduled to be a speaker at a delegates' luncheon of the 
JAFRC committee on February 2l\., 1 , 

The informant further stated that PAUL' ROBESON was 
having a public meeting at Madison, Wisconsin, for the JAFRC 
and that "STUDS" TERKEL was going to be master of ceremonies 
and collection speaker. 

.'The informant advised on June 5, 1914-5, tha't "STUDS'.' 
TERKEL had accepted an invitation to speak before a small 
house group on. the Spanish refugees. The Informant did not 
know the date of this meeting. i 

The informant f\u?ther advi sed on January ll, 1914 - 6 , 1 

that he had learned from [ that "STUDS" TERKEL was j 

going to leave the delegation to see Congressman RESA, of 
Chicago, Illinois, on January 12, 1914-6, protesting the action 
of the House Un-American Activities Committee who ordered that 

the JAFRC produce their records before that Committee. 

i 

Midwest Committee For Protection of Foreign Born 

T-31> supra, advised on May 27, 19ij-8, that: the Midwest 
Committee For Protection of Foreign Born is a midwest organiza-r 
tlon of the American Committee For Protection of Foreign Born.' 

The American Committee For Protection of Foreign Born 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 1014.50 • ; 


16 
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T-30« supra ; ' 

The informant advised on November- 10, 1953i that ■ 
the January 17* 1948, of the "Chicago Star", on Page'10, 
column 2, contained an article which said that TERKEh was 
master of ceremonies at a meeting in Gary, Indiana, Sponsored- 
by the Midwest Committee For Protection of Foreign Born. 

According to the informant, the article did not give ithe date . 
of this meeting. j , . 

The informant advised on April 11, 1950* tl^t "STUDS" 
TERKEL was toastmaster at the Pearl Hart 60th birthday testimonial 
dinner, under the auspices of the Midvrest Committee For Protection 
of Foreign Born, held April 8, 1950, at the Walnut Roiom, Bismarck 
Hotel, Randolph and LaSalle Streets, Chicago, The informant, 
advised that TERKEL paid tribute to Pearl Hart’s work in opposi¬ 
tion to the witch hunts that exist in this country today and 
stated further "thank God. for Pearl and people like her".' The 
informant stated that TERKEL explained that pledge cards woifLd 
be distributed for contributions to aid a Pearl Hart Fund in. 
assisting the foreign bom and advised that the money; would be' 
used to prepare and publish literature which would help their 
cause-. . , ; i • 


T-29j supra, advised on January 16, 1947, ti^at he 
learned from GIL GREEN, Chairman of the Communist Party, District ' 
Number Bight, at that time, that PEARL HART was in agreement with 
the principles of the Communist Party, so she would be treated 
with respect, even when she disagreed. However, GREEN told the 
-informant that if PEARL HART should come into the Communist Party, 
she would not have that freedom. , ; 

. I V, 

T-39, of known reliability, advised on January 3.0, 1950, 
that PEARL HART was unanimously re-elected as Chairman of the 
Midwest Coiffiiiittee For the protection of Foreign Bom at. a council 
meeting of that organization held January 23', 1950. 

Modern Book Store . i • 

. .. - -1 

T-5., supra, has advised that the .Modern Book Store is a 
Communist propaganda outlet in the Chicago area. i 
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T-ijO, Of Known- Reliability 1 

The informant advised on April 22, 1951, that "STUDS” 
TERKEL frequented the Modern Book Store in 1914.8* ! 

j 

National Council of American-Soviet Friendship j 

The National Covincil of ABBPiean-Soviet Friendship 
has been designated by the Attorney General of he Unitjed 
States pursuant to Executive Order 104.50<> ' !' 

T-lj.1, Of Known Reliability ■ 

The informant advised on January 1, 1914-5, that "STUDS" 
TERKEL was going to make a short talk at the Red Amy Celebration, 
i^hich was going to be held February 25, 1945, under th^ auspices 
of the Chicago Council of American-Soviet Friendship, j 

T-32, supra, has advised that the^ Chicago Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship, is an affiliate of the National •' 
Coundil of American-Soviet Friendship. 

T-41, supra, advised'on May 18, 1914-5,' that "STUDS" 
TERKEL told him that he had turned down a speaking engagement 
for a CCASP Rally because he xvas too busy, but that he would 
speak at the next rally. ' ] 


National Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions i 

j 

The National Council of Arts, Sciences and professions • 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 1045O. i 

T-k.2, Of Knovm Reliability ; 

The informant advised on June 13, 1946, that he had 
learned fmm WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, Vice Chairman of the; Communist 
party. District Number Eight, at that time, that."STUDS" TERKEL was 
not up to par with the talk that he gave at the Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Chicago Council of Arts, Sciences and - 
Professions, June 12, 1946, at the Stevens Hotel. i 

i 

It is to be noted that T-32, supra, advised on June 28, 
1949, that the Chicago Council of ,Arts, "Sciences and Professions is 
the Chicago Division of the National Council of Arts, ScisEces and 
Professions. ' i 


T-43. Of Known Reliability 


-en-t-i-t le ~d: 
Pro.fe 



a booklet , 

4e-nc.e.s-,._and_ 

TUDS*^ 
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! 

TERKEL was a member at large of the NGASP. ■ 

Article In ’’Dally Worker ” ; 

The June 28,. 1948, issue of the "Daily Worksi*’. Page 
11, column 3, carrie# an article entitled, "Arts Science Group 
to Ask Truman to Aid ■Anti-Fascists", which reflected ithat 
"Studs" TERKEL was among the signers of a petition fo'r presidential 
clemency for the 11 members of the board of the JAFRCj. The article 
further reflects that the %tional Council of the Art|s, Sciences 
and Professions, was the sponsor of this petition. | 

The 'Daily Ijorker" is an east coast Communist newspaper. 
T-44» Of Known Reliability ! 

The informant fhrnishea on March 17, 1949^ ^ copy of the 
program of the Cultural Scientific Conference for world peace 
held at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, New York City, undpr the 
auspices of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions, on March 2$, 26, and 27, 1949. This program re¬ 
flected that "Studs" TERKEL was listed as being one of the 
sponsors for this conference. I 

i 

T- 30 j supra ; 

The informant advised on May 7, 1949^ that "Studs" 

TERKEL, radio announcer, was listed among the sponsors of, 
the Chicago Committee on World Peace, sponsored by the Chicago 
Chapter of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, held at the 
Civic Opera House, on April 6, 1949. . i 

The informant advised on May 3> 1950, that "Studs" 

TERKEL was present at a meeting of the CCASP, Midland Hotel, 

172 West Adams- Street, on the above date. The informant ^ 
advised that TERKEL presented a play at this meeting. | / 

T-45> Of Knoxi/n Reliability ! 


The Informant advised on May 9j 1952, that "Studs" 
TERKEL was either a member of the CCASP. or An Interested party. 
The work of the CCASP for the years 1951 and 1952. j 

T-46, Of Known Reliability ‘ i 


The informant advised bn March 6, 1953. that "Studs"-' 
TERKEL was either a member of the CCASP'for 1953, or an interested 
party in the work of the CCASP. i 


—49 - 
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Progressive Citizens of America (PGA) ; 

T-5> supra, has advised that the Progressivie Citizens 
of America was a Communist Front organization. The informant 
further advised that he knows that certain known members of 
the Communist Party in Chicago, have heen assigned to work 
exclusively on PCA and third party recruiting and cabpaigi 
activities and are beir^ paid for their work by other organ¬ 
izations, The informant stated that their assignments, how¬ 
ever, are given by the Communist Party. 1 

T-42,.supra | 

The informant advised on June 13, 1948, that he 
learned fi>om WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, Assistant Director of - 
the Abraham Lincoln School, at that time, that "Studs" TERKEL 
was one of the principle speakers at the meeting of the PfA 
held.at the Stevens Hotel on June 13, 1948« ■ 

T-47. Of^^^KiSnwn Reliability i 

I 

The Informant advised on March 21, 1947, that "Studs" 
TERKEL was present at a party of the PCA held at 459 peming ‘ . 
Place, on March 8, 1947• 

The informant advised on October 16, 1947, that the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions Division of the Progressive 
Citizens of AxiBrica held a meeting at the PCA headquarters, 

112 East Chestnut Street, on October 14 , 1947* The informant 
further stated that during the meeting, "Studs" TERKEL, who 
was not present, was placed on the planning committee ifor the 
Arts Ball, scheduled to be held at a later date. I 

Article in "Chicago Tribune ". , ' 

■' ■ ' i ■ - ' 

The May l5, 1947, issue of the "Chicago Tribune", a,, 
daily Chicago newspaper contained an article which pertained.^ 
to the appearance of HENRY A. WALLACE, at the Chicago Stadium 
on May 14, 1947, ifinder the auspices of the PCA. The article 
fiirther related that when HENRY WALLACE entered the hall, 

LOUIS "Studs" TERKEL, the maier of cerBiaoniesused the public 
address system to set up the' chant of "Wallace in ’48"|, and 
whenever the noise showed signs of exciting, TERKEL took it up 
again. , ^ i 
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It is noted that HENRY A. WALIACE was a caiididate 
for President of the Uni ted. States on the Progressive Party 
ticket in 1948. . 1 ' 

Article in ”Ohicago Star** 

The September 20, 1947 issue of the “Chicago Star", 

Page 12, column 1, carried an article announcing the 'Fifth' 

Ward PCA Party, scheduled for September 27» 1947# at 5649 
South Blackstone Avenue, which reflected that,"STUDS"; TERKEL 
was .scheduled to participate in the entertainment grotip* 

The March 20, 1948 issue of the "Chicago Stdr" 

Page 12, column 2., carried an article entitled "44th Tnfard, 

PGA, to Protest UMT", which reflected that "STUDS" TERKEL, 
a Disc-Jockey, was scheduled to be a speaker at the Community 
Protest Rally, sponsored by the 44th Ward Club of the iPCA, 
to be held March 30, 1948, at the Alcott School, 2625 I North 
Orchard Street, The article further reflected that the rally 
was scheduled because of the growing opposition to pas'sage of 
the compulsory universal milltaiy training bill, i 

Progressive Party ! ' 

T-5 has advised^h4t the Communist Party really 
controls the Progressive Party in Illinois, but does'not want 
this known because the Progressive Party would lose its value • 
to the Communist Party, j 

T-48, Of Known Reliabiiity ,1 

The informant advised on May 28, 1948, that ’fSTODS" 

TERKEL attended a Progressive Party meetingViking 
Temple, School and Sheffield Streets, on May 27, 1948• } 

I . 

Articles in the "Chicago Star" . i 

The June 12, 1948 issue of the "Chicago Star"!, Page 5, 
columns 1 and 2, carried an article reflecting that "STUDS" TERKEL 
would be the speaker at a meeting of the Progressive party.at the 
Masonic Temple, Chicago, on June 15, 1948. 1 

The August 7, 1948 issue,; of the "Chicago Star!", Page 4, 
columns 1 and 2, reflected that "STUDS" TERKEL was scheduled to 
entertain those present at the 46 th War^ Progressive Papty "shindig" 
scheduled for Friday evening, August 6, 1948, at the Belmont Hotel.. 

i 

The August 14 , 1948 issue of the "Chicago Star", Page 3, 
columns 3, 4 , and 5, carried an article stating that "STUDS" • 

TERKEL, Chicago radio commentator, was to be the. master'of ceremonies 
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during the Progressive Party day activities at the Illinois 
State Pair, which was scheduled to be held at Springfield, 

Illinois, on August 14 , 1948. ; 

T-49. Of Known Reliability ; 

' I 

The informant advised on July 14 , 1948, that he 
had seen a handbill annoimclng a Progressive Party bif Illinois 
meeting for June 22, 1948, at the Garleton Hotel, Oaki Park, 

Illinois. According to the informant, this handbill! reflected 
that ”Studs” TEREEL was scheduled to appear as an attraction 
at this meeting. i 

I 

T-30, supra : ^ 

The informant advised in September, 1948, that the 
Open-Air Meeting, sponsored by the 4'th Ward Club of the Progressive 
Party, held at 46th Place and South Parkway, on September 3., 1948> 
was called to order by “Studs*' TERKEL, radio commentator and 
entertainer. The informant further advised that the|main topic 
of the meeting concerned the Progressive Party's demand for a 
place on the ballot in Illinois, i 

The informant advised that "Studs" TERKEL introduced 
-the Chairman of the evening, Mr. RICHARD WATT, Progressive'Party 
attorney, former professor of law at the University of Chicago, 
at the Henry A.. Wallace Rally, sponsored by the Progressive Party 
held at Wrigley Field, Chicago, on September l4, 194®. 

i 

The informant advised in April, 1949, that ''Studs" 

TERKEL attended the Progressive Party Rally for Peace, held at 
the Chicago Coli3btM£|tV on April'29, |1949. I 

T-5. supra f - I 

' ■ ■ ' ./ ' ' - 

The informant advised on February 27, 1950» ;that he 
has met "Studs" TERKEL on several oqeasions, the date of Which 
he cannot recall, at Progressive Party functions in Chicago, 



The Informant advised on Nbvember 2, 195l» that TERKEL 
had paid ^5.00 for his January, 1952, pledge to-the progressive 
Party, , « ! 

The informant advised on February I 8 , 1952, Ithat "StudsU-CN 
TERKEL contributed .|l5.00 on February 8, 1952, as his February, ( ) 
March, and April pledge to the Progressive Party, | 
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The informant advised on May 9, 1952, that *’STUDS” 
TERKEL contributed ^15.00 on Ifey 7» 1952, as his Hay,i June, 
and July pledge to the Progressive Party. . 1 

jQther Information j 

i 

T-51. Of Known Reliability ; 

The informant advised on March 19, 19^+8, that LOUIS 
TERKEL was a subscriber to the "U.S.S.R, Irformation Bulletin'* 
as of November 10, 1947• The informant advised that the “U.S.S.R, 
Information Bulletin” was published by the Russian E A assy in 
Washington, D,. C . 

'I 

Description ' • ■ 


The following description of the subject was; furnished 
by T-52, a reliable and confidential source, on March ;7» 1950: 

Name LOUll^RKEL* ¥a. "STUDS" TERKEL 


Name LOUISygER KEL, 

• Sex 'Male 

■ Race White 

’Date of Birth Mav l6. 1912 

' Place of Birth New York City 

verifj 

Residence 545 West Aldi 

Illir 

Height ^*7" 

Weight 147 lbs. 

. Hair Dark . 

■vEye s . Hazel _ 

Marital Status | 

Gomplexlon uarK 

Social-.Security No. 360-09-0774 
Army Serial No, 36373099 


LOUISKlERKELi Wa. "STUDS" TERKEL 
Male ^ 

Iias-l4,^l.9i2. 

New York City, New York (not 
verified)' ! ’ 

545 West Aldine Street, Chicago, 
Illinois 

147 lbs. 

Dark . ; ' 

Hazeli ■ 


C*V'Av'(- ■ .■ c- « 


.^ 23 -^ 
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GO # 100-17 8 li 8 


Identity of 
Source 


AMIMISTRATIVE PAGE 

Date of Activity Date ReG*d ' Agent to ^om 
and/or description Furnished 

of information 


File No* Hlhere 
Located 


T- 6 , Physical 
surveillance 

T-7# Pretext 
te lephone call 
to/ 


^tof 


T- 8 , Pretext 
telephone call 
to subject 

T-9, Pretext 
telephone call 


Residence 

Former residence 

Former residence 

Former residence 


T^IO, 

T-11, 


TBRKEL, CPA member 



$/6A7 

Current informant 
contact 

Activity in IVI 

Member of Musicians 
Club 


10/5/53 

5/5/50 

6/2/51 

1/V52 

k/2h/h$ 
5/7A7 
7/28/53 
10/25/li5 
April, 1950 


SA 


SA 


SA 


100-178U8-82 

100-178148-38 

t 

100-178148-58 

100-178148-63 


Written report 
DANIEL THOMAS 


100-178148-13 
Instant report 

l 

JOHN F. GLENVILLE 100-178148-26 

100-19129-27, p*3 


Unidentified 
New York Agents 


T-13, 

3A/50 

3/50 





^former agent } 
orally 

T-II 4 , 

Current informant 

7/28/53 

SA 


contact 




CRG member 

3/20/51 

G.N. FREYMAN 

T-15, 


1 Current informant 

7/28/53 

DANIEL THOHAS 


contact 



T- 16 , 

-T"^ 

Current infomant 
contact 

7/31/53 

JOHN J. MATTHEWS 


IOO-6725-2I45 


Instant Report 

106-18155-1B10(143) 

I - ( 

Instant Report\_^ 


-=^ 25 - 
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AmWISmTIVB B6,CE 


IdentiV of 
Sotirce. 

Data of Activity and/ 
or Description of In¬ 
formation, 

Date Re¬ 
ceived 

T-17, 

Current infarmant 

8 /I 4/53 


contact 


T- 18 , 

Gurrent informant 
contact 

8A/53 

T-19, 

]lQ/22/kh 

10 / 22 /IlU 


Speaker for ALS 

12/30/lA 


Instructor for ALS 

9/11/53 

tdeemed adv 

isable) 


T-21, 

]3/l3/U5 

3 /B/I 45 


h/17/hS ■ 

V 17 AS 

T-22, 


5/6/145 


6/28/145 

6/28/U5' 

T- 23 , 

]V22/it7 

k/22/kl 

T-2h, 

1»/27A7 

19k7 


Radio broadcasts for 

IVI 13/16/145 

T-2S, 

]8/29/Ii5 

8/29/U5 

T-26. 

]U/2li/k6 

i,/2l4A6 

f-27, Anonjyraous 



T-28, 

AID Radio Program 

10/22/U6 


il/2lA7 

5/5/14.7 

T- 29 , 

I 3 / 22 /I 46 

3 / 22 A 6 


Gjj^racteriaation of PEARL HART 


Agent to TShom 
I^arnished 


SA 


saF 


SA 


File Number 
Where Located 



Instant Report 

b2 

b6 

Instant Report 

b7D 


■ b6 
b7C 
b7D 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


; 100-178li8-26 
; 100-i781jB-^6 


b2 

i ■ . 'be 

' ^ b7C 

j 100-178li8^6 b7D 

100 - 178148 -^ 6 ^ 
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Identity of 
SoTiroe 


T-31, 


T-32, 


T-33,[ 

T-3U,[ 

T-35,I 


ADMIKlSmTraS PAGE 


Bate c£ Activity and/ Date Re- 
or Description of Inr- ceived 
■ fcrmaticmi 



2/32/1)8 


10/15/1)9 


1/3/53 


13/10/53 


ll/8/5G 


k/6/h9 


CCASP BBeting 

9/3/U8, 9/wm, 
h/29/h9 

Go-sponscr of ORG 
meeting 


Qiaraoterization of MGPPB 


5/7A9 ^ 

5/3/50 

l/3/5b 

10/13/1)9 


Activity, 19l)l), 191)5 

10/3.9A6 

Gharacterization of 
CCASP 

Gharacterization of 
CCASP 

] 9/13/1)5 

]k/26/k6 

I5/16A6. 


6/28/1)9 

6/28/1)9 


T-36. Trash Cover. 


9/13/1)5 

1)/26A6 

5 / 16 A 6 

1/28/1)9 


kg&A to Whom Pile Number 
Furnished i Where located 


100 - 1781 ) 8-26 




instant Report 


Master of Ceremonies ll/lG/53 ’* 
at MCPFB 


l)/ll/50 Written Report j Uns.b3e to 

! locate 



100-1781)8-26 


Written Report : 100-20627-52,p*2 


100-1781)8-26 


100-l‘^i)8-26 


100-1781)8-26 



CARL M. FRE3 


100-17728-lAl- 
















ADMINISTRATIVE PACffi 
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Identity of Date of Activity Date Rec*d Agent to Whom 
Source and/or description Furnished 

of information 


File No. Where 
Located 


T -374 


[February, 19kS 

February, 



8/8/!i5 

8/8/l*5 



12/6/1*5 

12/6A5 

T-38, 

|2/21*/1*5 

191*5 



6/5A5 

6/5A5 



1/11A6 

1/11/1*6 

T-39, 

Trash 

Characterization of PEARL HART 

cover! 

1 1 



\ 

>n 1/31/50 



T-1*0, 

Anonjnnous 



T-i*l, 


|l/lA5 

1A/U5 


' 

5/18A5 

5/18A5 

T-l*2, 


16/13/1*6 

6/13A6 


T-li3, 


Member-at-large of 6/13A6 
NGASP 




NGASP 


Sponsor of CCASP 
meeting 


6/22/1*8 

3/17A9 


(deemed advlsaole) 

T-U5* ~| GGASP member 

t4*6, 

T-l*7, 


]3/2lA7 

lO/lkAil 


3/6/53 

3/21/1*7 

lOMAl 


b2 

b7D 


b7D 


b2 

b7D 



100-93553- 

100 - 1781 * 8 - 


■1B99 p.7 
■20 


- 161 *, 
100-20627-201 


100-20627- 
p. 57 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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ADMISISmTIVB KLGE 


Ideobilgr of 
Source 


Date of Aetiviiy and/ 
or Description of IP- 
foimaiion 


Date Re- 
ceiired 


Agent to Worn i 
Fuimished 


File Number 
Where Located 


T-U8, 


5/2 7A8 


5/28/58 


Sk JOSEPH P. 
MC MiHON 


D»^le to 
l«ate 


b 

b 


TA9, I 6/22/kB 

7/lVh8 

saI • 

Unable to 



1 

locate 

T-5G> January pledge for PP 

11/2/^ 

SAI 1 

loe)-i781i8-65 

PP contributor 

2/28/52 

SAl 1 

100-19005-1B12-. 

167 

M 

5/9/52 

B 

« 

T-5l» Gonfi- ^bseriber to OSSR 

dential Infcrmant Inforaatian Bulletin 
"Z" 

3A9/1|8 

Unidenilfied ; 
emplcryee of WPO 

ioo-178it8-26 

T-52, Selective Description 

3/7/50 

saI - 

100-178^8-26 


Service Records 
as made 
able bvf 


EEEE^GE: 


b 

b 


Report of SA 




Chicago letter to iitrector 6/^53, 


dated 8/15/50 at Chicago j 


'‘I 


b6 

b7C 


/ 


tr tr 
















; SUGGESTED BUREAU INDEXING ’ [ 

No additional indexing required,' ; 
Derogatory information regarding. j 
individuals listed herein other thani 
subject previously reported or is I 
currently being submitted by this ' 
office in individual reports relating 
to these persons. I 

. , _ ' * t ■ r 

■ ■’ ■ ', i 

Above applies, with the exception of I 
those names checked in blue ink on | 
right-hand margin,, original pages. | 

f 

I 

New information, Normal Indexing | 
suggested, , i 


(Initials of.field , | 

dictating or reviewing 
Agent.) I 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HE REIN. IS UNCLASSIFIED' ■ ' 
DATE 06-21-20Q.E.'' BY AUC' e0'309 












ROUTING SI^IP 


.fiv ■ • ' r 

m , ' {5 t12-52) 

'He February 26 . '19-^li " 


Memo ToiDIRECTOR,'FBI ' ' 

■ SA C^ • Title: LOUTS TERKEL. ws 

■ ASA C ■ "Studs” Terkel 

J_Superviso r _ SM - C 

^ . A gen t ■ 

Sten o _ . 

Clerk_ ’ 

Chief Clerk__ .. 

Special Employee BuFile No .l00--196lQ0 
Gfj: # . 100-1781(8 

■ACTION DESIRED 


A ssign to_ 
Acknowledge 
Bring File 

_Call Me 

See Me 
Correct ■ 
Delinquent' 
^Expedite 
File 


.Open Case 
Prepare Tickler 

Reassign to__ 

Recharge serials 
Search and Return 
Send serial s 
t o . 

.Submit new charge-out 


File _Submit report.b y i 

Leads need- attention.;_Type ' | 

Read. Initial and ■_^Return Sierials . ' , ^ 

Return I • 

_Undeveloped leads in your district awaiting attjention. 

Enclosed are five copies each of pended page s 
6, 25 a nd 28 for the report of SA 

dated 12/7/S3 at Chicago, Tne amended 
pages have been inserted in the Chicago file. 


/ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 06-21-2005 BY AUC 603 


TAJf/MLT/Ji 


S.A.C. .]LG^BlNIB!ri 
Office Chicago- 


(In intra office use return this with notation; AsJ 
action taken or explanation.) 
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AleMOMfldUf^ • united states GOVEj 


Mx. Tolson^^ei-— I 

MrjBelmont^i— I 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100«1961*r0) 


SAC, CHICAGO (100-17848) 


SUBJECT: JiQHIS TBRKEL . wa* ~ 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
(00 - Chicago) 


mc 


DATE: November 




Mr. Persons. 


:fc= 


Mr. Sizoo-I ; 

Mr. Winterrowd- j | 

i Tele. Room _I | 

) M*f-BMomaii_| : 

' Miss Grandy_9 j 


' The above captioned Individixal ia a SecvirVcjg'^^’®)^ 

Index subject of the Chicago office. The follovjing ia 
being submitted for the Bureau*s information: ^ 

On August 26, 1954 [a reporter for 

the ’'Austin Mews" and '^he^Usirfieldian," 3935 W« V~' ~ 
Washington Boulevard^Chicago, contacted the Chicago 
FBI office and requested information as to whether or 
: not the caption ed subject has been cooperative with the 
Bureau, I I was advised that because of the confidential 

nattire of Bureau records, he could not be told whether 
TERKEL had or had not ever cooperated with the FBI, 

S 1 I I stated his reason for asking was that the 

I f| "Austin News" was preparing a series of articles concerning 

I /I TERKEL.Xor publication* He stated the newspaper was 

^ II iptere^ed in showing TERKEL's affiliations wit^ v!ai*ious 
11 dommun4^st Party groups in an effort to expose t©!> 

f/' the pufelic, Vi o ''ii 

r _ ^^ ^ 

o ^ I I stated he has been doing extensile o 

^ese8u?eh concerning TERKEL and has documental id4|erl^ ^ 
^nceS^ing TERKEL's activities on behalf of, andfin 
^ . yf^rami^st Party organizations, S; 

% ,C. ^ ^ ^^-1 

%, r ^ _went on to. state that |_ 


\ J_[for the "Chicago^Dally Mews.” a Ch^ago, daily / 

^ <? ^new^a per«I , TERKEL, had told 

kJ L that one time I I nag spoken to TERKEL 

concerning TERICELj^s .actTvlMia^anln various Communist Party 
fT»r>nH^nganlzatldhaf//ana! l^ I tried to find out from 

c^TERKEL whether TERKEL was ab.ti^llvAmeaiaifilAj^to the 

/ .‘^ommvinaVs t movement • Ac c or ding to 1 1 1_| even 

(suggested to TERKEL that TERKEL contact the FBI and 
If^nislfthe Bureau with any information TERKEL might have 

^ -H— 8 j ^ 

V JFK:jMS''V-‘;- ,_ J 

^ 1 - CG 100-2655 I_ 

AJl4N0.V-45l954'-rt^^»EtEifMo»^^-_ 

\ ' BY LETTER.... 

_CEAF.0.LP.A.8E.a.:i: r,^ _ 


Mews." a Chicago, daily 
"Z. ItERKEL', had told"’^' 

^ had spoken to TERKEL 
niln various Communist Party 
Jtried to find out from 


tkj. 



s 1954 


















DIRECTOR, FBI (100-196190) 


According to |_ \ TERKEL resented ! 

interference in hia personal affairs and since that 
particxilar conversation with ! j TERKEL has refused 

to have anything to do with himo 


In addition to the article w hich the ••Austin 
News^* is contemplating doing on TERKEL, |stated that 

the paper is also i nterested in e xposing anotheriChicago 
entertainer, namely 


It is to be noted thatj 

Bufile 100-1614-87, is a Security index subject of the 
Chicago officeft 

On October 15» 1951i l 1 telephonic ally 

contacted the Chicago office and advised that a story 
concerning LOUIS TERKEL wovild appear in the October 20, 
1954 issue of '•The Garfleldian*- ' 

advised that he mentioned in the story 
that the FBI advised the U* S« Army that the subject was 
Communist ioallv inclined when the subject entered;the 
service* I stated he obtained this information from 

what he considered to be a reliable source, and was 
telling the FBI about it as h e knew the Bureau was 
interested in TERKEL* I I also stated that he was 

telling the FBI because he wanted to keep the Chicago 
office advised of what he was doing* 


|l / Iwas advised that he could not be instructed 

/ l;not to mention the FBI in his story and was advised to 
I I bear in mind that the FBI is a fact finding agency and 
Vt makes no recommendations to other government agenc;iea* 

^ r"-^-1 

Enclosed is an article written by I _ 

entitled "Studs Shoiild Disavow Past If He's Changed," 

which appeared in "The Garfleldian," a local weekly 

west side Chicago newspaper, on October 20, 1954* ' 


- j 
















eand ’n’ About 


Studs Should I Disavow | 

Past Changed 


:' •■■-BY'DAN'tVpON ■ V!; / 

Another former Communist.has seen the light. Ira Latimer, [ 
executive secretary of .the Chicago-Civil-Liberties cpmmh 
joined the growing number of ex-commies who not only want to ; 
disassociate themselves from the party but who'are willing to^ 
talk about their former comrades.;' .'. * , 

l 4 asf May,. Latimer testified before the subversive activities con- .-' 

___ trol board in Washington. Sihce then'he has!, 

giving;the names of .Chicagoans whom he 1 
. had known to be 'Communists, .TJie;Chicago; 
I American carried a series of articles concern-] 

I'W"- ^ ^ his activiti.es as a Red-r-actiVities spread! 

. !. ' ; over a 20 year period: ‘ •. ‘ ^ ^ i 

ff-. ■ Latimer's confessiombrings the Commu- \ 

I jt menace close to home. He speaks of thou- ■ 

I - sans of Reds who have infiltrated-key places; 

right here in .Chicago, .He isolate^s various 
fields in which the party has set a definite goaJ:. 
for subversion. But his most sta.rtling, dis-1 
. . b uHSI closure concerns their attempts, to get control 
Dan Lydon of public information channels. Says Latimer: 

“Another fertile field for Communist infiltra- , 
tion is that dealing with public information—radio and. television ■ 
commentators, magazine writers, columnists, public relations coun*, 
sels—anyone who has access to the public mind and the public ear." ■ 
A long time ago we took note of Communist efforts in this^ ! 
field— and a long time ago we learned-that their success was ! 
meager. However meager it has been—:the important thing Is 
that they have succeeded in getting commies into radio, tele¬ 
vision and other media. The puzzling thing is^how do they 
keep them there? . , 

, Let's take the case of Studs Terkel. Here is a writer, actor, ! 
disc jockey and a-guy who has managed to remain the best kepl j 
secret in Chicago's information circle. ‘ - " "1 

Read the record of Studs Terkel and see if .you think that he, 
should fn any way have access to the “public ear.” • 

As far back, as 1941, Studs, was getting write-ups in the Daily 
Worker as a member of left wing theatrical Jnroups.^In 1943 he] 
went into the Army where he was kept under constant surveillance i 
wiyn the FBI informed the Army that he was suspected o^^being j 
a Oummunist. After 90 days,he was,discharged for a brokeh ear! 
drum. Later when he tried to get overseas with the Red C^ss, 
ArmA intelligerieo refused to okay . , : j.ll 

. THE GARFIELDIM- . 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ' ; ' , ' ^ 

Date 0ct.::20,'- 1'954 ' 

. Page i0.G*A Col,. 1' . ■ ' ■. " 


ALL ■ INFORMATION CONTAINED'::/'. 
HEREIN 'is ,'UNCLASSIFIED' ■ 

DATE '0:6'-21-2g0-5„ BY' ATJC' 603'.tt/ 
TAM/MLT,/;j® . j' ' : - . : ■ 






























7 


During 1944 and 1945, he a lecturer the Abraham lin- [ 
coin school here in Chicago. This school was named by the^Uj^^ | 

■ attorn^^cneral as an adjunct of the Communist party=*?5^yr57 [ 
also been cited by both the California and the U. S. 1 
House of Representatives Un-American Activities committee. [ 
From 1945 to 1950 the record sHows. numerous instances when j 
Terkermade speeches, wrote letters, appeared on welcoming com¬ 
mittees, and in other^ways supported known Communists or organ¬ 
izations easily associated with the .party.- • ■ 

. But the most damaging evidence of all came Oct 2, 1952, when 
Gwen Vinson—ah .admitted Communist—in Sworn testimony he- 
for the House; yn*American Activities committee identified Louis 
§tuds Terkel as one of ,'the two indiyiduals, who recruited ^ 
(Vinson) into the Communist party in .1943. He -further.identified - 
him as an actor, a writer arid as doing Some work as a disc jockey. 

( Later in Vinsoh's testimony He told; of leaving Chicagd aiid goipg f 
to California.-He .related hoW he returned to Chicago in 1947 after h 
breaking with the party. Back in Chicago" he met Terkel who told | 
him that he (Terkel). had.*'l€ft the party ior some years.” In spite | 
of- this denial; “House Un^Amencan Activities committee records , 
shovf tljat in i949 .he;was an American sponsor'of the-World Con- 
gresis: for Peace* which whs held in P " 

; ’ Even lis late as Juiie 18 of this year, only four months ago, 
Stiids Terkel was stUl associating;, with .doubtful companions. 
Oti that date he was a speaker for the. Chicago Committee for 
'Academic and Professional Freedom at a meeting held on the [ 
South Side. The organimtioh-has. been closely identified with [ 
left wing groups. * . ; [ 

If Terkel no longer would join vrith the Reds as alleged, we 
suggest that he has never, "seemingly, regretted his membership' 
by giving the authorities any “help in locating any of his for^!er 
playmates. The FBI would appreciate a full confession—it w^/uld 
saj;^Btem the trouble of keeping tab on‘him and at the-samfeame 
helpuT^ot out others who deserve to be spotlighted for what 
they reallv are;, ___ 
















# fellow 2^ -:.f..-V; 

45-iiT.53' 

:.;' ■ DIRECTORy-PBI J10O^^96i3^’)- 




Vy FROM ': ■ . SAC,. CHicAGp'. ;;;,(ao“(i^a78p)'§;^^ 

. SUBJECT: LOUIS TEEKEL/ WaiVr- 

,■ . ' :■ SM »-c./ ■; J-■:■:.v^^=r--■;■^:.pg:^^P:^ 


_^ It is reconnnended that avSect^ity, .index Cai^d be prepared bh tW^^ 

above-captioned individuki. '7; V .P ‘ . y-v 

y The Secvirity'Index Card bn ,the :capiiohed 'individual should, be 

changed as follows'; ’ (Specify change only) . - ; . 7 

E_:_■ •■ ' ' ^ ■7'^!; - 


ALIJSES 




BYLfeT«s 

P^RF-iii- 


NATIVE BORN 


HATlffiALIZED 


JiLIEN 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST'WORKERS PARTI 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


TAB FOR DETCOM Delete TAB FOR COtfiABvDelete'RACE ■: 


SEX ‘‘.4 


■DATE OF BIRTH 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) ^ CSjSD) 

T.V. show "Briefcase", Channel #7>4 Station WBKB, 20 North-Wacker 


?T Drive, Chicago, Illinois 


KEI FACILITY DATA; (None) 
GEOGRAPHiCiL,REFERENCE NUMBER 

INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESPOHSIBILITl '4 


■ RESIDENCE ADDRESS ^545 West Aldine.Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, Ist 

floor, -right apartment: '?r-v \_ 
(Sub|ect being deleted from; 13etcbm-a^^^ rb sto- Letter 54- 70 

Section Kj Basis f or tabbing military 

'^isiSTESEp:^'^ • "7-^7 7:7-7 ;; K ■. ^7.-'28-19^/^ 


tr tr 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG/TION 




Form No. 1 

This case originated at 

REPORT MADE AT 

ST. LOUIS 


CHICiGO 





DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADS REPORT MAIMB BY 

^ MADE 2-23: 3-:SO-llJ I- 

4r21-55 


' ^ ® '■ 

LOUIS -TE RKKT^ -o^uds" Terkel 


character CASE 


SECURITY M 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




Subject served in U. S. Army from 10-1-42 to 8-27-43. Received 
Honorable Discharge. ERC, inactive status, 9-17-42 to 8-26-43. No additional 
Reserve service located. Background and descriptive data set out. No photo. 
Records at FRC, GSA, SLMO, indicate one LOUIS TERKEL of 1217 North Washington 
Ave., Chicago, Ill, employed by WPA, Chicago, Ill. Terminated by reason of 
completion of project. Resided at 825 East 52nd St., Chicago, Ill.yat time 
of termination. Foreman and supervisor shown. , y 


- RUC - ^ 

deleteo copy 

DETAILS: AT ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI BY LETTER • 

; A review of the Army service record on fileLat the Adjutant General's 

.Officej Military Personnel Records Center, Department of the Army, on April 11, 

! 1955> for LOUIS TERICEL, Army Serial No. 36 373 099> indicates that, he was 
inducted into.the U. S, Army on September 17, 1942 and entered on active duty 
■on October 1, 1942 at Camp Grant, Illinois. He was honorably discharged on 
August 27 , 1943 as a Sergeant at Greensboro, North Carolina by reason of being 
over age. He was in the Enlisted Reserve Corps, inactive status, from 
September 17, 1942 to September 30, 1942. No additional Reserve service was ' 
located. The record reflects he was accepted for limited service only due to 
^poor vision in the right eye. He had no foreign service and participated in 
,no battles or campaigns. 


H§ was awarded^the World War JI. 


Medal. 


APPROVED and \ 
FORWARDED; . 


. 


MENCY __ 
REQ. ScC'D 
date FCSIV. 
HOW fOSW 
By_A 




DO NOT write in THESE SPACES 


eopms DeSTRQYED..s^ 


COPIES OF THIS-REPOHTJ ^ 

5 - Bureau ( R.M,) '' « 


___— — ,. REcpoi 


APR'25 1955 . 


^2 St. Loui3j;i^l5346) 


--"-PR0P.ERTY'0rFBI=THlS^ 
AGENCY T0'WHICH40ANED. 


REPORT AND-ITS CONTENTS ARE-LOAKED-TO-YOU-BY_THE-F.BLAHD ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 


u. s. goVerhhent ntiNTiite office 16—s»263*-2 






















SL 100-15346 


His character and efficiency ratings ranged from unknown to excel¬ 
lent, There is no record of courts-martial or absence without leave. 

The following background and descriptive information is contained 
in the record: ! 


Date and Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Race 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Build 

Civilian Occupation 
Military Occupation 
Address 
Wife 

Relatives 


Employment 

Education 


LDB # 

Order # 

Soc. Sec, j? 
Miscellaneous 


May 16, 1912 at New York, New York 
5' 5" : 

147 Lbs. , ; 

White 

Brown 

Hazel ' 

Dark 

Medium 

Radio script-writer 

Clerk-typist ^ , "'l - 

623 Wrightwood Avenue. Chicago. Illinois 

Mother - ANNl^'MiKEL, 1517 North-7— 

VJaBhingb'cnAvenue, Chicago. Illinois; 

1941 - Illinois Writers Project, W.B.A., 
433 East Erie Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
Four years elementary and four years 
high school; two years Crane Junior 
College, University of Chicago; three 
years University of Chicago School of 
Law. 

9 at Chicago, Illinois 
1489 I 

360-09-0774 ' 

No photograph located. 


On April 13, 1955, a review by SEI lof the 

personnel records. Federal Records Center, General Se2n?ices Administration, 

St. Louis, Missouri for one LOUIS TERKEL, who resided at 1217 North Washington 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois indicates that he was employed on December 2, 1937 
as a Junior Writer with the Works Progress Administration, Chicago, Illinois, 
This employment was terminated on July 11, 1941 as a Writer by reason of 
completion of project. j 

The records reflect that TERKEL resided at 825 East 1 52nd Street., 












SL 100-15346 


Chicago, Illinois at the time of termination. 

It was indicated that TERKEL^s foreman was,GEORGE A. ROLLINS and 
supei*visor. was listed as F. M. SHERLAW. . 

The record failed to reflect any additional informationo 
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SL 100-15346 


REFERENCE: 


Chicago letter to St. Louis dated 2-11-55, 
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ALL ingORMATIOW .CONTA]«D 
herein'''! S UNCLASSIFIE^ 

DATE 06-21-2005 BY AUG 60309, 
TAM/MLT/JW 


O 




O 

tij'5 


\ Mr. TolsonJ^ 
S/ Mr. Bqardm^ 

f y Mr. 

^ Mr. 

Mr. Mohr_ 


;o Combat Juvenile Dellijiquency ^r. Pars ona —| 

— - Mr. Tamni ~~ 1 

] Mr. Sizoo_J 

(A letter to the.^JX-Times, by Mr.'^.mterrawdjj 
M6y.«j(to rkel, m .7 6) ; , 


The resources of NY City should be mobilized in a coob^dih^ed, J 
long-range program to combat juvenile delinquency. The city has 
resources. The coordination of only three could be the center of. an J 
all-out fight. These resources are our institutions of higher learning,;! 
our mass media of communication and our potential youth leadership in J 

the schools. Our universities and colleges have well-knovm specialistsJ 

! A 

a conference could be called to fix areas of study sind work for them. ' 

The country’s greatest concentration of mass media qan be found in the / 

city. Newspapers, TV and radio could give dramatic;coverage of juvenilfi 

delinquency conferences. The Advertising Council can inform bTis and 

subway patrons. And in our city there are great potentlalityefi for youti 

i j£ 2 ' 4 v— 

leadership. if.. / . : ;l 


' <1 




^ : f.M ■ ! 


/oo ^ ^ 


:lo MAY Hi 1955 











To Combat Delin^ency 


ALL IWFORMATIOM CONTAIMED 
HEREIW^IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 0 6-21-2005 BY AUC '60309 
TAI^I/MLT/JW " ■ ■ ■ 


Program for MobilizatioI^Bjity for 
Community Action Mposed 

The writer, of- the following lettert 
: CL teacher ~ of Social Studies^ was 
j formerly a, social woirker - cjud. rjijcigy-. | 

I visor- at Ediwational Alliance. 

; ■ -- y , , 

j To THE Editor OF The New York Times:, I 
^ The alarming increase in . juve- 
I nile delinquency has giyen rise to so 
I niany rernediaL proposals that there 
! seems to. be a'need for an over-all 
{ appraisal.; of this. problem. Experts 
1 maintain s that no oiie community 
I agency ,by itself, can prevent teen¬ 
age . crimel, They believe it is. nuil- 
; ;tiple-caused ‘ and requires a multiple j 
i approach;;/A--few days ago Mayor j 
' Wajgner stated that "despite the 
greater „seryices.^we are giving our 
children -today” juvenile crime . is 
increasing] 

; A new dimension may be needed 
in. the . survey df this community 
problem: an integrated, long-range^ 
program of prevention. This may be 1 
pres^bnted for further study to the [ 
state conference later this year. 

iDdordiimting ! 

, 'New .York City is unusual in that 
it has many outstanding community 
resources", that may be brought to 
^bear^upon this problem. The coordi¬ 
nation of only Three such resources 
'will be' presented; as a method of 
procedure-r-our institutions of higher 
learning, pur- mass media of com-: 
munication and our potential youth 
leadership in the public, private and; 
p'arpchial schools. These three may, 
be.-the center of an all-out fight on; 
as abroad a scale as possible. 

.. Our universities- and .colleges, 
municipal and' private, have well- 
known specialists who have cooper¬ 
ated- in the past on a number of 
community projects. With the aid of 
the; Welfare and Health Council or 
the.New York City'Youth Commis¬ 
sion as the . coordinating and sum- 
J marizing agency, a preliminary con- 
I'ference may be arranged for repre¬ 
sentatives.. of yolunt^ring universi¬ 
ties and colleges |e that definite 
areas, of. this highl^ complex prob¬ 
lem -may be chos^ by them 'for 
study and* discussioV Several uni- 
.Versities have excellent facilities for 
extended conferences. ‘ ^ , 

' —At^theTlater-ccnf erences ■ are* to“b£-" 
included representatives of all gov¬ 
ernmental, civic, parent and reli- 
ylom nidation? and cducatiG-'’I 

1 ** - ttgciiijicH^ooncernea with jf 

family and youth problems. | 


—The country's greatest concentra 
tion of mass media of conmaunica-! 
tion can be found-'rrS^^^orlfc'Oity. 
By news coverage, special features, 
editorials, or even banner headlines, 
these conferences may be brought 
to aU'our citizens. Television and 
radio may possibly cover some of 
the; proceedings and so bring them 
^ liome tb^'thP public in a visual and 
dramatic manner. The Advertising 
Council, can inform the patrons of 
buses and subways. Newsreels are, 
i another means of reaching the peo- 
' pie. 

- Youth Leadership 

Charles H. Silver, president of the 
New, York City Board- of Education, 
suggested that we enlist the cooper¬ 
ation of our youth in the solution of 
this problem. In our city there are 
great potentialities for youth leader- 
ship in all ..our secondary schools. 

^ The educational authorities may 
formulate-a program of youth lead- 
' ership in our secondary schools as 
part of the curriculum that will be 
■ socially beneficial far beyond th« 
immediate problem itself. By util 
^ izing some of the«sa^^techniques 
in social psychology t^uther stu¬ 
dents will also be educated for alert, 
intelligent followership. ■ 

. This three-part program is not 
meant to be a cure-all for such a 
recurrent and complex community 
problem as juvenile delinquency. It 
is a proposal for a cooperative efr 
fort to prevent or reduce its inci-' 
dence through the mobilization of 
the entire city for community action 
A MEYER TERKEL. 

. New York, May 4, 1955. i 
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-VtDARD FORM NO. 84 

"" Oflice . 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-196190) 
SAC, CHICAGO ( 100 - 17848 ) 


SUBJECT: LOUIS MERKEL, was. 

SECURITY g 


% 


V, ,y 
f‘,y 


DATE; Junes 


■1955 


S^urity Index Card Oaaesled 



<5. .■ - 'oo'-/ ‘1 0 

admitted CP member, advised 

jJ^'^tnat subject recruited him into the CP in the middle 
5^ 1940 * 3 , Informants who have furnished reliable' infor- 
wd^Smation in the past, advised that STUDS TERKEL was 
^ .^one of several very influential persons in Chicago 
S oe S 1945 . w to^ ould not help the CPA very much because 
g g they Tfier^C^ members. Subject reportedly a former 
►j C 5 member of the Musicians Club, CP in 1940’s, was in 
g ^g poor standing with this club in 194S* 

Q M a. 

Subject 'has been active in many CP front 4 
t groups as a member, a sponsor, a musician or as an 
entertainer. s . 

TERKEL has been described in January, 1^5^*^ 
as being a person the CP or CP front groups coul(^ cv 


Re SAC Letter Ko, 55“30, dated April 12, t ; 
1955 entitled ’’Security Index”. 

In compliance with the above, SAC Letter, 
the following information is being furnished to the 
Bureau: 

LOUIS TERKEL resides at 545.'West Aldine 
and is employed as a disc jockey, radio station WAAP, 
and has a television show ’’Briefcase” on WBKB, Chahnel f 
7, Chicago, Illinois. /\ I 

^ - ■ - (ooV ■) b P- 





f-J/- 77- 

U t'l 


call upon to write articles, to perform or to » 
entertain for various affairs. = 

^ highly placed inform ant in February, ^ 


sAvlsed. that I ~~1 and/or the CP was ~ 

reviewing the names of former "Party functionarie'i’A 
in order to ascertain their^present status as the 1 
'i/V avty must not allow sudunepple^as^ this to ’’just 
rj^ drift away". mentiohg‘d^" STUpS<i^ERKEL__am ong 


J=>- 

O 



those who mils 


. their present Party 

.... 


3) 

te.gl-at©-r e d- M. 


id3tTec'3h%^^cted. 3iir^|rdbt'*tT''’a^ertain /^// <? 
int Party 3|^<atU3.V ' _ 
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DIRECTOR, FBI RE; LOUIS TERKEL, was. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


Recommendation ; 

Remove from Security Index. 

It is recommended that subject be removed .• 
from Security Index, Chicago Division, inasmuch as 
there is no evidence of subject’s CP membership within 
the past five years. 

It is to be noted that subject has been 
active in CP front groups within the past three years, 
but the nature of his activities with these front 
groups has been primarily as an entertainer, singer. 
Master of Ceremonies or as a sponsor of an affair. 

Detcom Tabbing; 

Subject is not \abbed Detcom. 

Subject does not meet the new criteria for 
Detcom Tabbing in accordance with SAC Letter 55”12 (A). 












STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



• UNITED 


GOVERNMENT 


,TO 


FROM 


L. 

SUBJECT; 



DIRECTOR, FBI {100^196190} date: J^e 28, 1955 

SAC, CHICAG0^(100='178ij.8) Attention; Identification Div 

O .^^ 5 ^ 

LOUIS TMEL, was» 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


Re Chicago letter fTO-165) dated May 18, 1950. 

Inasmuch as thej/Security Index card on the 
captioned subject, FBI #li08973A, has been canceled, it 
is requested that the seisurity flashy be canceledo 

REGISTERED 
JBCrJMS 

(i^) 


s 

Li 




ALL IWFORMATIOH CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ' 

DATE 06-21-2005 BY AUC 60309 
TAM/MLT/JW 














I STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office • united STA^fis GOVERNMENT 





DIRECTOR, FBI (100-196190) 
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/Re Los Angeles letter to Chicago da-(;ed February 
15, 1956, captioned "LOUIS TERKEL, aka •Studs' Terkel, 

SM - C, HCUA Hearings, Los Angeles."- 

Relet reflected that I in 

testimony before an Executive Session of the HCUA on 
October 14, 1955 at Los Angeles, identified LOUIS TERKEL, 
better known as "STUDS" TERKEL, as a member of the 
•Communist Party at Chicago. -- 

I ~ T t 6 3 'triTl~ed“ tha t~l-n'' Apr i r. ' 19il2' 'hcb^moved' j 

to Chicago, Illinois, where he became active in a 
Comm\inist Party group which was connected with the 
entertainment industry. He further testified that he 
made a complete and final break with the Communist Party 
in October, 1947 Chicago,.., 

TERKEL was deleted from the Security Index of 
the Chicago office by letter dated June .8,_ 1955, under 
the provisions of SAC Letter 55-30 datbd APrl'l 12, 1955. 

■ - ^ 

Records of the Chicago office fa^.! po reflect any 
information which would warrant additional' investigation 
of subject at this time, and no further a«^lqn is contemplated 
by the Chicago office, • ' i ^*1 
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Tele. Room . 
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letter of 20-19*^5 from \ _ 

inquirea whether FBI data can be kept confidential inaamch aa fonaer 
Agenta have a club where they meat with presently employed Agents, It 
itdds that a book printed in 1952 reported a former or then employed 

Agent was a clcae associate of (Governor Adlai Stevenson whom she thinks 
cannot be truated. The letter, which enclosed newspaper ariiclps and 
a b^klet, seta forth her suapioiona about remarks made by Studa^Terkel, 
a TV commentator and self-admitted Communist, inasmuch as after he 
mentions certain prominent persona or places events occur indicating 
to her his remarks were a signal. She explains that a week after he 
mentioned Thailand, John E, Peurifoy died in an accident, 

f 

BufileSc:Sontain no data identifiable with correspondent. The 
l/(ie< reflect tha^ the close associate of Stevenson may be identical 
yeith former 3A Bo^ Bandolph who became his Sp^al Assistant after 
resigning from Bur^au^^ih tiecember, 1951,e Stud's Tercel ii a former 
Security Index sukigc‘t,<r'(67-218592 and 100-196190'$> I' 

' n- O , 

Beview o^j^iles 'regarding Association of .former Special Agents 
of the FBI, Inoorpdaeated, and inquiry of Speech Boom recdkds did not 
disclose basis for j^gpr^spondent^s statement that f^mer'-and presently 
employed Agents hainP a club where they meet, SAC Lj^ter'Sd-lSS of 
S-9-54 instructed that inasmuch as Bureau approval ii^uld aot/fcs given 
to any invitations to attend functions of the Association of Former 
^^^g^cd.^gjeA.tM^f,,the^-BI,^su:eJh-^4n'Vitat4‘Onc=^hou~ld’'-tre^ 


» £>r Si 


Jwho Tsaigned on 6-20-52 to accept the 
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wee reinstated aa 


On 2-28-55 he 
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1. □ Subject's name is being recommended for inclusion in Section E A or □ B 
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7. □ Subject is employed in a key facility and_^_is charged with 

□ security responsibility. Interested agencies are_. 
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report contains information reported by CG T-1, CG T-4, 

CG T-7, CG T-8, CG T-10, CG T-11, CG T-12, and CG T-16, 
current informants, the disclosure of which could reasonably 
result in their identification, compromising their future 
effectiveness. i 

9. m Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

the nature of his occupation is such that an excessive 
danger of embarrassment to the Bureau exists. It is 
noted TERKEL c onducts a daily radio program consisting, 
of interviews ^d commentary with prominent personalities 
concerning various topics. 


10. I I This case no longer meets the Section A Reserve Index criteria and a letter has 

been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation of the Section A Reserve 
Index card. 

11. C3 This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the Reserve Index criteria and it 

continues to fall within such criteria because (state reason) 

of TERKEL's association and sympathy in various subversive 
causes continuing to the present time, and because of his 
position as an entertainer and radio personality giving 
him a position in which he is potentially influential. 


-RE¬ 

COVER PAGE 











.FD-20il.(Rev. »-3-69) 


Copy fo: 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Report of: 
Date: 


WALTER A* BOYLE 
7/14/61 


Office: CHICAGO 


Field Office File No.; 


100-17848 
LOUIS TESKEL 


Bureau File No.; 100-196190 


Character: 


SECURITY matter - C 


Synopsis: 


TERKEL resl^&s 3152 North Pine Grove Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois^/>4^lploye<i by Radio Station WFMT, Chicago, 
Illinois, wd conducts daily discussion program, i--— 
Member, A|Berican Federation of Radio and Television 
Artistsled; as member, Communjst Party (CP) 

USA, from ^36 to 194^.}^^entloned in 1955 among former 
Party funjytionaries^^escribed in 1955 as person CP 
could call upon to write articles, entertain, and secure 
funds./Connections with foll^^ng set out: Chicago 
All Slav Cultural Cpifimitteej^hicago Council of American 


Soviet Friendshipf'^Chicago Council of A^s, Sciences, , 
and Professions/ Civil Rights Cong^ssy Committee for 
Academic and Profess^hal Freedomf^atlonal Lawyers 
Guild; and others./^ 
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DETAILS: AT CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 

The following organizations mentioned in this \ 
report have been designated by the Attorney General of the \ 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450: \ 

Civil Rights Congress; 

Communist Party, USA; 

National Council of American-Soviet Friendship; 
United American-Spanish Aid Committee. 

The following organizations and publication 
mentioned in this report and which have not been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450 are characterized in the last pages 
of this report: 

American Socialist Clubs, formerly known as the 
Socialist Union of America; 

Chicago All Slav Cultural Committee, also known as 
All Slav Co-ordinating Committee; 

Chicago Committee for Academic ^nd Professional 
Freedom; 

Chicago Council of American Soviet Friendship; 
Chicago Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions 
Douglass Lincoln Freedom of the Press Club, also 
known as Marxist Study Circle; 

Emma Lazarus Federation of Jewish Women's Clubs 
(National) 

Euima Lazarus Federation of Jewish Women's Clubs 
(Chicago, Illinois); 

National Lawyers Guild (National); 

National Lawyers Guild (Chicago, Illinois); 
ProgRBSStve Party; 

Socialist Union of America; 

"The American Socialist". 
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I. BACKGROUND 


Residence 

_ On J une 21, 1961, I 

1 advised that TERKEL resides in the second 
floor apartment, 3152 North Pine Grove Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois. 


On June 21, 1961, the Information Service of WFMT 
Radio Station, 221 North LaSalle Street, advised that TERKEL 
has a daily radio program from 10:00 to 11:00 AM on that 
station called "Studs Terkel’s Wax Museum", which is an 
variety and discussion program on which TERKEL interviews 
leading personalities from all walks of life. 

TERKEL is a member of the American Federation of 
Radio and Television Artists. 


(CG T-1) 


Criminal 


On April 25, 1961, the records of the Bureau of ' 
Records and Communications. Ch icago Police Depa rtment, were 
checked by Investigative Clerk and no 

arrest record identifiable with TERKEL was located. 


Credit 

On April 25, 1961, TOLORES COFFEY. Cle rk, at the , 
request of Investigative Clerk I 1 caused the 

records of the Chicago Credit Bureau, Incorporated, to be 
checked, but no record identifiable with TERKEL was located. 

II. CONNECTICWS WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

I a self-admitted member of the CP in 
Chicago, Illinois, from 1936 through 1939, and a member of 
the CP in Dayton, Ohio, from 1944 to May, 1946, in ah 
interview conducted April 6 and 13, 1953, advised TERKEL / 
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was among those who were members of the CP in Chicago from 
approximately 1936 to 1941. 

b6 

^_ a self-admitted former member pi hlC 

of the CP', advised on August ^3, 1955, that he moved into '' ' 


the Chicago area in April, 1942, and shortly thereafter the 
branch of the CP with which he had become affiliated in 
Chicago, was consolidated with a branch that included members 
of the CP who were working in the Chicago Repertory Theater, 
and TERKEL was a member of that branch. 




In testimony before an Executive Session of the 
Committee on Pn-Ameri can Acti vities on October 14, 1955,]/ 

\ id entified TERKEL as a v 
Jdid not state in which 


House 
at Los Angeles, 


•icaj 

California,! ! 
member of the CP in Chicago^ 
years TERKEL was a CP member. 


b6 

b7C 


(CG T-2) 


It was learned in July of 1954, that TERKEL was 
on a list to receive by mail, an i nvitation to a party on 
August 6, 1954, to raise money for i ~l known to 

the source as a member of the CP. Source stated in January 
1955, that TERKEL was a person the CP could call upon to 
write articles, perform, or entertain for various affairs. 

(CG T-3) 

-L ___ 


.u 


b6 

b7C 


It was learned that 
of the CP of Illinois, stated on February 12, 1955, 


that the CP was reviewing the names of former Party functionaries 
in order to ascertain their present status. Among others, , j 
STUDS TER KEL wa s mentioned as such an individual to be ^ 

contacted J I stated that the CP must not allow such people 

as this to "just drift away". 


b6 

b7C 


(CG T-4) 

TERKEL was described o n Mav 12. 1955. as a pe rson 


on 

who used to be active in the CP,| 

Iof the Marxist atuay uircie. 


u 


(CG T-5) 
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It was learned that as of September 2, 1955, TERKEL 
was a person to be contacted by the CP in order to secure 
funds for the CP, Illinois - Indiana District. 

(CG T-6) 

TERKEL was among those being considered in July, 
1960, as contacts in attempts by the CP of Illinois to 
re-establish a Cultural Commission, of the CP in Illinois. 
These contacts were not necessarily current members of the 
CP. 


(CG T-7) 

During a discussion by a CP of Illinois Cultural 
Group on October 12, 1960, of whom to invite to the group’s 
first affair, the name of STUDS TERKEL was mentioned as being 
on the group's mailing list. 


(CG T-8) 
III. MISCELLANEOUS 


Chicago All Slav Cultural Committee (CASCC) 


STUDS TERKEL was approached to write a script for 
entertainment at a luncheon planned by the CASCC to entertain 
the Russian Moiseyev Dance Group during their visit to Chicag 
in May, 1958, and had agreed to do so. 

(CG T-9) 

Chicago Council of American- 
Soviet Friendship (CCASF) 

On July 23, 1959, TERKEL attended the Russian > 
Festival of Masi‘ 0 ’.vand Dance at the Civic Opera House, / / 

Chicago, Illinois, for which affair tickets were sold by 
the CCASF. ,, I 

' I 

(CG T-W) 
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CG T-11 on August 20, 1959, confirmed TERKEL's 
attendance at the above mentioned Russian Festival of Music 
and Dance. 


on 


A source advised that TERKEL was to direct a skit 


1954, in honor of [ 


1 life t o be given at a banquet on June 26, 


J sponsored by the CCASF. 
(CG T-12) 


at large of the CP of 


I in the early 1940s. was a memb 
Illinois. I - - 


(CG T-4) 

Chicago Counbil of Arts, Sciences, 
and Professions (CCASP)_ 


Source advised in January, 1955, that 
in the past, been connected with the CCASP. 


had. 


(CG T-sT 


_former member of the CCASP, 

advised that on May 9, 1952, he observed TERKEL’s name on 
the 1951 and 1952 general mailing list of the CCASP. 


Civil Rights Congress 


advised oh May 17, l9i 


1 self- 
61, th 


admitted fofmejr member of the CP, 
that TERKEL frequently Entertained 


at Civil Rights^Congress Affairs during the period about 
1947 - 1948. 
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Committee for Academic and 
Professional Freedom (CAPF) 

At a June 18, 1954, mass meeting of the CAPF, 

STUDS TERKEL made the collection speech, after which $200 
was collected. Talks were given concerning the "Oppenheimer 
Case" and "McCarthyism". 


(CG T-14) 

CG T-15 confirmed TERKEL's part in the above 

meeting. 

Emma Lazarus Federation of 
Jewish Women’s Clubs (ELF) 

At a meeting of the Riverdale Club of the EI 4 F 
held in Evanston, Illinois, on November 10, 1959, the members 
present were requested to listen to a radio program conducted 
by TERKEL on November 17, 1959, since he was going to give 
a talk about a book published by the ELF entitled "Lady 
with a Torch". 


(CG T-16) 


National Lawyers Guild (NLG) 

On November 20, 1954, TERKEL was observed in 
attendance at the NLG National Convention Banquet at the 
Congress Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. 

(CG T-17) 

Another source advised that TERKEL was among those 
who either made reservations or attended the NLG National 
Convention Banquet on November 20, 1954. 


(CG T-15) 
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Progressive Partj 


A source advised that TERKEL was active in the ' 

Progressive Party in 1948. 

(CG T-3) 

It was learned that Progressive Party delegates 
were in contact with someone at the home of STUDS TERKEL during 
the Progressive Party Convention held in Chicago July 4, and 
5, 1952. 


(CG T-15) 


Socialist Union of America 


A source learned on February 6, 1955, that TERKEL 
had said he would be willing to be placed on a mailing list 
for the Socialist Union of America affairs but he was not 
interested in a subscription to "The American Socialist" 
magazine at that time. 


(CG T-18) 


Miscellaneous. 


On February 11, 1961, TERKEL entertained by means 
of a skit and a monologue , a group attend ing a fund raising 
affair to raise money for| | running for office 

in Skokie, Illinois. 

(CG T-10) 

(CG T-11) 

_ A sou rce advised in October, 1941, that one 

_ was a member of the Speakers Bureau of 

the United American Spanish Aid Committee. 

(CG T-19) 


(CG T-20) 
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_ A sou rce advised on February 13, 1950, that one 

I was allegedly member of the Civil Rights 
Congress Headquarters in Chicago. 


(CG T-21) 

_ \j[_ _ 

_ On June 21, 1961,1 I 

of TifiRKEL but has only had a small degree of association 
with him. He stated that TERKEL conducts a portion of his 
business in his home, that is, he does preliminary work and 
some taping for his radio inte rviewing program in an office 
set up in his apartment. | | advised tha t several months 

ago TERKEL had worked rather closely with i 
whom he described as "a British Socialist" in the preparation 
of a film being made for showing on the BBC, concerning life 
in Chicago I [ stated this film was a source of great ' 
controversey and subjected to a great deal of criticism 
because of the presentation almost exclusively of the sordid 
side of life In Chicago and local television outlets in 
Chica go refused to show the film on Chicago television. 

I I stated that he has no personal knowledge of TERKEL's . 
political philosophy and has engaged in no conversations . 
with TERKEL, the subject matter of which would have caused 
him to question TERKEL's loyalty to the United States. 

I stated that at the time TERKEL moved into the apartment 
in his building, that he had made inquiries concerning 
TERKEL from presently unrecalled friends and received the 
impression that TERKEL was "decidedly left df> center" and 
"very liberal" in his political philosophy. 


Informati on Concerning 


B. APPROX,! 


On June 21. 1961. 


advised tha 


a 


supra. 


had been observed by him as among.the participants 
in the "p eace wal k" from Great Lakes Naval Training Center 
to the BSorrison Hotel, Chicago . Illinois. M arch 30, to 
April 1, 1961. He stated that 
any type of banner or placard 
him. 


Jwas not carrying 
at tne time ne had observed 
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AMERICAN SOCIALIST CLUBS, Formerly known 
as the Socialist Union of America 


A source on November 8, 1954, advised the Socialist 
Union of America (SUA) was formed by a minority group which 
broke away from the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) primarily 
because the minority group believed the SWP should enter 
the Communist Party (CP) and other left-wing groups with the 
intention of swinging those groups "right or left", thereby 
making a revolution possible in a shorter time. The SUA 
was formally organized at the Midwest Founding Conference 
held November 21, 1953, at Detroit, Michigan. 

A second source on May 4, 1959, advised that during 
a conference of the SUA held in Chicago, Illinois, on June 1, 
and 2, 1957, the SUA was dissolved and the American Socialist 
Clubs (ASC) was organized as its successor. 

The conference adopted a statement of purpose 
indicating its objectives were the education and organization 
of new socialist forces to prepare the way for building a 
new movement of democratic socialism in the United States and 
to support its monthly magazine, the "American Socialist" 
(AS), as a prime force in such education. 

A third source advised on November 24, 1959, that 
at an ASC meeting held in Detroit, Michigan, in November, 
1959, it was decided to abolish the ASC and discontinue 
publishing the AS. 

A fourth source advised on January 5, 1960, that 
the office of the ASC located at 857 Broadway, New York 3, 

New York, was closed as of December 31, 1959. 

The SWP and the CP have been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 
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CHICAGO ALL-SLAV CULTimAL COMMITTEE 

Also Known As All-Slav Coordinating CofflMittee 


A source advised on May 16/1960, that the Chicago 
All-Slav Cultural Committee, which was formed on September 15, 1954 
continues to exist for the purpose of holding mass Slavic celebra¬ 
tions, thereby uniting many of the foreign language groups in 
Chicago under Communist control. 
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CHICAGO COMMITTEE FOR ACADEMIC AND 
PROFESSIONAL FREEDOM _ 


A source advised on May 19, 1955, that the Chicago 
Committee for Academic and Professional Freedom was a "paper 
organization," formed in the summer of 1952, which maintained 
no offices, and which served as a means by which organizations 
on a professional level could register their protests regarding 
issues which they considered offensive without aligning them¬ 
selves with well-known "left-wing" organizations. 

The source stated on April 21, 1955, that the Chicago 
Committee for Academic and Professional Freedom was then active 
in the Chicago area and was working for the defeat of the Broyles 
Bills. 


The Broyles Bills were bills introduced into the 
Illinois State Legislature designated to curtail the activities 
of the Communist Party in the State of Illinois. 

The source further advised on April 5, 1956, that 
the Chicago Committee for Academic and Professional Freedom 
did not maintain office space, and there had been no recent 
appeal for funds or election of officers. Source added that 
for all intents and purposes, the Chicago Committee for 
Academic and Professional Freedom was disbanded. 
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CHICAGO CQUHGIL OF AMERICAN SOVIET FRIENDSHIP 

EMIN GORDON FOX, 7147 Jeffrey Ayeaue, Chicago, 

I^inols, (now deceased), ttade sivaila.ble ia January, 1954, the 
'*First Annual Report CCASF”, an undated publiCatloh which stated 
that the Chicago Council of Anericah Soviet Friendship (CCASF) 
was incorporated in July, 1943<> Thie docuisent stated, "The 
Council's affiliation with the National Council of Aaerican 
Soviet Friendship (NCASF) was validated August 11, (1943)« The 
present name was adopted to conform to standard national practice. 
It, should be noted, however, that the Chicago Council is entirely 
autonomous; the government of its affairs rests exclusively in 
the hands of its Chicago Executive Board." 

A source advised on Uay 25, 1960, that the Board of 
Directors of the CCASF held a meeting on May 24, 1960 and duri^ 
this meeting discussed a proposed draft of objectives fpr the 
Council for the year 1960^ This draft, amopg other things, 
reiterated that the nUiin alms of the Council were peaceful 
co°exist®nce and friendship with the USSR. 

This same source also advised on May 25^ 1960, that the 
CCASF remains affiliated with the NCASF for the purpose of 
implementing its stated aims of peaceful ^-existence and friend¬ 
ship with the USSR, but continues to consldef itself autonomous 
in the government of its affairs and program for achieving theSe 
aims. Although the CCASF considers itself autonomous in this 
regard, the leaders of the CCASF are frequently in contact with 
and its program closely follows that of the NCASF. 

The NCASF has been designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States pursuant to Executive Order #10450. 


I 
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CHICAGO COUNCIL OF THE ARTS, SCIENCES 
AND PROFESSIONS (CCASP)- _ 

I „ _ ' former member of the CCASP, 

advised on March 6, 1952, that the Chicago Council of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions was an affiliate of the National 
Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

Another source advised on November 4, 1952, that 
he learned that the CCASP had disbanded recently because of 
no money and poor attendance. 

The National Council of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions was cited as a Communist front. (Committee on 
Un-American Activities, House Report 1954 on the Scientific 
and Cultural Conference for World Peace arranged by the 
National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions and 
held in New York City on March 25, 26, and 27, 1949, April‘26, 
1950, originally released April 19, 1949, p. 2.) 
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D0VGLASS-L1NG01.N FREEDOM 
OF THE raESS CLUB (HLFPC) 


A source advised oa May 20, 1960, that the 
Poaglass-Liaceln Freedom of the Press Club (DLFPC) came 
into existence in about June^1956. It is an independent 
organisation without headquarters, which operates on the 
South Side of CbicagOo 

This source also advised that the DLFPC consists 
mainly of non-Communist Party people, with a few Communist 
Party members in it. These Individuals meet weehly* study 
some of the articles appearing in "The Vorker", and then 
distribute "The Worker" on Chicago"s South Side. 

"The Worker" is an East Coast Communist weekly 

sew£4»aper. 

The Communist Party, USA, has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


BMHA UZARUS FEDERATION 
OF JEWISH WOMEN’S CLUBS 

"The Jewish Fraternalist" dated October^ 1947, self 
identified as the official publication of the Jewish People's 
Fraternal Order (JPFO) of the International Workers Order (IWO), 
on page 6, contained an article which reflected that the Emma 
Lazarus Division (ELD) of the JPFO was to hold its first national 
convention in New York City on November 15 and 16, 1947, after 
having been first established at a National Women’s Conference 
called three years previously by the JPFO. 

The "Morning Freiheit" on January 25, 1951, contained a 
report on the National Convention of the ELD of the JPFO which 
took place in New York City on January 20 and 21, 1951. At this 
convention it was noted that the ELD changed its name to Emma 
Lazarus Federation of Jewish Women’s Clubs (ELF) and adopted a 
new constitution. . 

The address of the national office of the ELF is 
160 Fifth Avenue, Room 911, New York City. 

Both the IWO and the JPFO' have been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
#10450, 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
revised and published as of January 2, 1957, to supersede Guide 
published on May 14, 1951, prepared and released by the Committee 
on Un-American Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C., contains the following concerning the "Morning 
Freiheit": 

"1. A ’Communist Yiddish Daily.’ 

(Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE, Congressional 

Record, September 24, 1942^ p. 7686.) 

"2. ’The Freiheit has been one of the rankest organs 
of Communist propaganda in this country for almost a quarter of 
a century.’ 

(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 

House Report 1311 on the CIO Political Action 
Committee, March 29, 1944, p. 75.)" 



EMMA LAZARUS FEDERATION OF JEWISH 
WOMEN’S CLUBS (CHICAGO, ILLINOIS) 

^ May 23, 1960, that the Enma 

Lazarus Federation of Jewish Women's Clubs (Chicago, Illinois) 
(ELFJWC) were formed in early 1951, following a National 
Convention of the Emma Lazarus Division of the Jewish Peoples 
Fraternal Order, International Workers Order (JPF07(IW0) in 
1951. At this Convention, the Emma Lazarus Division changed 
its name to the ELFJWC and adopted a new constitution. 

As of May 23, 1960, the Chicago Branch of this 
organization had no Chicago headquarters. Meetings are held 
in the homes of members of various local clubs. 

The current membership card of the organization 
states that it is serviced by the ELF of New York. The 
stated aims and purposes set forth on the cap'd include: 
the promotion of Jewish cultural efforts; the sponsoring of 
"Progressive" Jewish kindergartens and schools; support of 
the Emma Lazarus Day Nursery in Jaffa, Israel; the develop¬ 
ment of a civil rights program against anti-Semitism, Negro 
discrimination and all bigotry and further Di^mecratic rights 
of all foreign born; and finally, a program of unity of all 
civic organizations for family welfare, security, and peace. 

A second source advised on May 8, 1959, that the 
President of the ELF in Chicago from 1951 to 1958 was a 
member of the Jewish Commission, Communist Party (CP) of 
Illinois, as of May, 1959. 

The CP,USA, JPFO, and IWO have all been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order #10450. 




HATIONAL LAWYERS GPILD 

The National Lawyers Guild has been cited as a Comnuai.st 
front which "is the foremost legal bulwark of the Communist Party, 
its front organizations, and controlled unions'^ and which "since 
its inception has never failed to rally to the legal defense of 
the Communist Party and individual members thereof, Including known 
espionage agents". 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report 3123 
on the National Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950,1 originally 
released September 17, 1950.) 


The Communist Party, USA, has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
#10450. 



NATIONAL LAWY'ERS GUILD 
CHICAGO CHAPTER 


A source advised on June 22, 1960, that it was his 
understanding that the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) was formed 
around 1936 in New York City and that the Chicago Chapter of 
the NLG (CCNLG) was formed shortly thereafter, possibly in 1937,^ 
by a group of liberal progressive lawyers in protest against the 
non-liberal, non-progressive American Bar Association. The CCNLG 
has no established headquarters but occasionally uses the return 
addresses of its officials on literature. The current CCNLG 
President is PEARL M. HART, who is also a member of the NLG 
National Executive Board. 

On June 23 and 26, 1951, LOUIS F. BUDENZ, former 
national Communist Party (CP) functionary, advised that PEARL 
HART, a Chicago attorney, was Introduced to him as a member 
of the CP. He also reported that he was repeatedly advised 
through reports by an Illinois CP leader in the National 
Committee meetings, and through instructions to him from national 
CP leaders, that HART continued to be a member of the CP up to 
at least October, 1945. 


The CP, USA has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order #10450. 


CG 100-17848 


PROGRESSIVE PARTY 

"Communist dissimulation extends into the field 
of political parties forming political front organizations 
such as the Progressive Party The Communists are thus 
enabled to present their candidates for elective office 
under other than a straight Communist label." 

(Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate 

Judiciary Committee, Handbook for Americans, S. 

Doc. 117, April 23, 1956, p. 91.) 

A source advised on May 14, 1956, that from all 
indications the Progressive Party of Illinois was no longer 
in existence inasmuch as there have been no recent meetings 
or campaign for funds held since early 1955. 
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SOCIALIST UNION OF AMERICA (SUA) 


SUA is located at 857 Broadway, Ifew York City. 

A source, on November 8, 1954, advised that SUA 
was founded by a minority group which broke away from the 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP) primarily because the minority 
group believed that the organization should enter the 
Communist Party and other left-wing groups with the intention 
of swinging these groups right or left, thereby making a 
revolution possible in a shorter time. SUA was formally 
founded at what was called the Midwest Founding Conference 
held November 21, 1953, at Detroit, Michigan. 

The SWP has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 
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Jn Replyf Please Refer to 

FUeNo. 100-17848 


"United states department "of justice 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Chicago, Illinois 
July 14, 1961 


Title 


LOUIS TERKEL 


Character SECURITY MATTER - C ^ 

Reference Report of Special Agent Walter 

A. Boyle, dated and captioned as 
above, at Chicago. 


All sources (except any listed below) used in 
referenced communication have furnished reliable information 
in the past. 

Chicago T-2 is a reputable person who by reason 
of his employment, was in a position to furnish reliable 
information. 

Chicago T-15 is an agency which collects security 
information in the Chicago area, 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to - 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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'^AMERICAN SOCIALIST” 

A source on May 4, 1959, advised that the ’’American 
Socialist” (AS) was a monthly magazine which was controlled 
by the Socialist Union of America (SUA) fr'o^January, 1954, 
to June, 1957, and had been controlled by the American 
Socialist Clubs (ASC) since July, 1957. 

A second source advised on November 24, 1959, that 
at an ASC meeting held in Detroit, Michigan, in November, 
1959, it was decided to abolish the ASC and discontinue 
publishing the AS. 

The December, 1959 issue of the AS contained an 
editorial announcing that it was the last issue of the 
magazine. s 
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.^l^ED STATES GOV VMENT 

Memorandum 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 06-21-2^005 BY AUC 603 
TAM/MLT/JW 




Director, FBI (Bufile- 


100-196190 > date: 7/13/61 


f;. 


I SAC, CHICAGO (100-17848) ffL 


(ii)^ 


subject: LOUIS TERKEL, aka. 

Studs Terkel 
SB! - C 




4 ^^ 






rrn 

t - _1 It is recommended that a "Section A" 

Reserve Index Card be prepared on 
the above-captioned individual. 


1 The "Section A” Reserve Index 
Card on the captioned individual 
'should be changed as follows 

(specify change only): 


LOUIS TERKEL 


Studs Terkel 


L 1 Motive 


J Natural! zed 


I l Alie 


) Communist 


I I Socialist 


Workers Party 


J Miscell aneous (specify) . 


Date of birth Place of birth 


5/16/12 New York New York 

Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 


j j. C^ Male 

WnlXe [/^Female 


lltadio Station WFIIT 
221 ItQrth LaSalle Street 
Chicagfo 4 Illinois 


(Blember American Federation , 
of Radio and Television 
Artists) 


♦ B Key PiO^cility Data 

?: |i J ^9 .. .. 

4 *\5g * Geographical RefeVbn^Number , 


f^jl^ter^t^fiAgencies -———-^ x 

Se \-3 L.-^'^^52 North Pine Grove Avenue^2nd floor 
g* Chicago, Illinois lOT^ 


, Responsibility 




o al 2 H ' Bureau (Enel. 2^) 
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ui > la u! xA 
a a a. w 




■'Sm 


196 ! 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 


D STATES DEPARTMENT OF»lfSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


100-17848 


Phirno-n- mino1«5 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
July 11, 1961 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-21-2DD5 BY AUC 60: 
T.i\M/MLT/JW 


LOUIS TERKEL, Also Known As 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


An admitted Communist Party (CP) member advised 
that Terkel recruited him into the CP in the mid-1940's 
and it was reported that Terkel was a concealed CP member 
in 1945. He was reported a member of the CP Musicians' 

Club in the 1940's, in good standing in 194 8. In 1955 he 
was described as a former CP functionary by | 

I of the CP of Illinois. He has 
also been described as a person whom the CP can always call 
upon to write articles, entertain, and to secure funds, 
^roughout the 1950's Terkel has been associated as an 
enfeFtalner, master of ceremonies, etc. for such front 
organizations as the Midwest Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born, Chicago Council of American-Soviet Friendship, 
Chicago Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, 
National Lawyers Guild, and the Emma Lazarus Federation of 
Jewish Women's Clubs. Terkel's association with and 
sympathy towards subversive causes continues to the present 
time and he has shown no inclination toward disaffiliation 
with these causes. 

Terkel is a well-known personality in the local 
entertainment field as a master of ceremonies, entertainer, 
and writer and as such is in a position to be potentially 
influential and able to raise funds for the subversive 
movement. 

For the above reasons he is recommended for 
Section A of the Reserve Index. 
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